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7 Ti is now N « © 6 Dilenarſe of 
h be Grounds and Reaſons of the Chri- 
« lian Religion, containing ſome Conſi- 
« deratiams on the Quotations made from 
ce he Old in the New Teſtament, and 
« eh on the Propbeſies cited from the former, 
$6 and ſaid 10 be fulfilled in the latter **, had turned the 
Thoughts of many Perſons to that Subjet2. The following 
Papers were, for ' the chief Part, drawn up at that 
Time; but being principally defi gned for the Authors 
own Satisfaction in thats QJueſt ion, were not publiſhed, 
when ſo: many of the beſt Heads, and able Pens were 
engaged in Defence of Chriſtianity, and of the Argument 
of Propheſy for the Confirmation of it. On a late Re- 
vier of theſe Papers by ſome Friends, for whoſe Judg- 

ment the Author has a very great Eſteem; it was 
bought not unſeaſonble 70 preſent them io the Publick 
now. 


The Argument it ſelf is of that great S that 
whenever any Thing can be fred, either for fuller 
Evidence, or a plainer Vindication of it, it can, at 
no Time be unſeaſogiable. 

A View of the Argument in a ſhort Compaſs, and 
2 it in a juſt Light, by a true State of the Que- 


ſtion, 


ion, my flill be « | 
r 
8 of that Author reaſon- 4 


tho Dueſtion wer or in miſrepreſent and con- 
founding it with Peſign that others miſtake it; 
nor will the Argument, I conceive, be {reed fram-that 
Confuſion, till we come to conſider Prophefies, ang the 
Proofs taken from them in their proper different Sorts 
and Kinds, which it is the Deſign therefore of theſe Con- 
ſiderations to ſeiile more diſti AN 


It may be alſo of ſome further Uſe is find that the Ng- 
ture of this Argument is ſuch, as not to be hurt 
the Differences of learned Men among themſelves 
concerning it. Men differ from one another in the In- 
terpretation of ſeveral Prophefies of the Old Teſta- 
ment, in the Manner in which they account them” ap- 
plicable to the Meſſiah, and in the Nature of the Proofs 
they draw from them 3 and yet theſe Differences, accordi 
to the true State of the Queſtion, give up no Propheſies 
at all to the Oljettions of Unbeljevers 3 nor any Prophe- 
fy, as no Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity ; ſo that 
neither are the Objefions of Unbelievers ſtrengtbened, nor 
is tbe Defence of Chriſtianity weakened, theſe Diffe- 
Fences of Interpretation notwithſtanding. 
As far as theſe Conſiderations can any ways ſerve to 
clear or confirm this Proof of Chriſtianity, it can never be 
unſeaſonable to offer them to the Publick. 


SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 


PROPHESIES 


OF 1 H E. 
Old : Seung 


«HE Ar gument, from the Pim 
pheſies of the Old Teſtament, 
288 applied to Jeſus by the Writers 
I. of the New, in Proof that he 
was the Meſſiah, is of very great 

Conſequence in it ſelf; as one of 
the Foundations of our Faith in him; and of 
his Revelation. It is of late become of further 
Conſequenee rightly to underſtand this Argu- 
B ment, 
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ment, as it has been darken'd and perplex d by 
the Difficulties and Objections ſome Men of 
Wit and Learning have ſtarted, concerning 
the Uſe and Evidence of it. ou 


Adar thought, that to ſtate this Argument 


fairly, and to determine it 2 juſt e 5h 
there are two Things neceſſary to be carefully 


examined. 


Firſt, We ſhould examine what are to be 


accounted Propbęſies of the Old Teſtament, 


what different Sorts and Kinds of Propheſies 


are contained in the prophetical Books, and 


„how far they are of diſtinct and different Con- 


ſiderations from each other. Thus we ſhall 
come more clearly to underſtand what is in- 
tended. in this Argument by Propheſy, and the 
fulfilling of Propheſy. . 

Secondly, We ſhould alſo examine, how the 
{ſeveral Propheſies, and the fulfilling of them, 
are uſed by the Writers of the New Teſtament, 
as the Grounds and Reaſons of Chriſtianity, 
and wherein they are juſt and proper Argu- 
ments, that ſeſus is the Meſſiah, and therefore 
prove his Doctrine a true Revelation, and Rule 
of Religion. ; 


CHAP, 


. 


CHAP. . 


07 Prapbeſ in the Old Teſtiment ; = ths 
ſeveral Kind, of Propbeſy, and how ihe) 
are fulfilled. 


O determine the Queſtion before us n 
ly, and on juſt Principles, we ſhould 
examine what we are to account Prophe/ies 
of the Old Teſtament; and as they are of dif- 
ferent Kinds in the prophetical Books, to ſtate 
thoſe different Kinds of Propheſy, and obſerve 
wherein they are of different Conſideration 
from each other. 
The Want of this, ſeems, to me, to 10 00 
brought no ſmall Confuſion into this Argu- 
ment, and to have given Occaſion to many 
Miſtakes and falſe Reaſonings upon it. 


For the Word Propbeſy is of very large Ex- 


tent, and of ſo general Meaning, as to be a 


plicable to all the Writings of the Old Teſta- 


ment, though of a very different Nature and 
Kind. It is very well known, the Fews uni- 


verſally ſpeak of different Degrees of Propheſy, 


and from thence take Occaſion to divide the 
Canon of the Old Teſtament into different 
Claſſes ; and yet they account them all prophe- 
fical”, *, becauſe they were written by Prophets 


23 Joſephus contra App. 1, 1. p. m. 1036, 
32 only. 
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(4) 
only. They therefore received no other Books 
into the Canon but the twenty two, written 
during the Succeſſion of Prophets; and they 
diſtinguiſhed them, from all other Writings, 
upon this Account, that they received them 
all, and no others beſides them, as propheti- 
cal. Father Simon, an Author of allowed 
Abilities in the Hebrew Language and Cuſtoms, 
therefore juſtly obſerves: That whether Da- 
mel ought to be ranked among the Prophets, 
is a mere Diſpute of Words; for the Fews all 
agree, that the Books of the Bible, which they 
pall canonical *, were all of divine Inſpiration, 
and that the Book of Daniel is of the Number 
of thoſe canonical Books. Thus when Daniel 
is placed by the Jews among the Hagiographa, 
the hiſtorical Books of Foſhua, Judges, Samuel, 
and Kings, are placed among the-Praphets in 
their Diviſion of the Bible. The Caſe is 
plainly this, as Father Simon © repreſents it: 
The Rabbins only mean, that theſe are diffe- 
rent Degrees of Propheſy, as Rabbi David 
Kimchi obſerved; from whence they took Oc- 
caſion to make three different Claſſes; of the 
ſacred Books, which are all, nevertheleſs, 
comprized under the general Name of Pro- 
pheſy. The P/alms, which the Jeus place 
among the Hagiographa, as well as the Book 
of Daniel, do contain, according to them, 
many. Propheſies that regard the Meſſiah. 


? Þ. Simon. Hiſt, Crit. V. T. I. 1. c. 9. p. 66. © Ibid. 
This 


(5) 
This able Critick © farther obſerves, it is mor 
proper to call all the Bible Propheſy, with the 
 Corahdes. > 10019155 121. HOW AG SOR 
So that, in ſome Senſe, every Book of the 
Old Teſtament, and every Paſſage of the fa 
cred Books, is properly ſtiled prophetical, and 
a Propheſy. In ſuch a general Senſe, every 
Application of every Text of Scripture; is an 
Application of Propheſy, whether for direct 
Proof, or more remote IIluſtration, or for 
Confirmation, of whatever is the preſent Sub- 
ject of Diſcourſe. er ee 
It will therefore be neceſſary, in order to 
ſtate the preſent Queſtion fairly, to conſider 
what Limitations this general Senſe of Prophefies 
may be conveniently reduced to, that we may 
ſee wherein they agree, and wherein they differ 
from each other, that we may not confound 
our ſelves, by aſcribing to all Propheſies what 
only belongs to ſome, or deny to ſome Propbe- 
fies, what does belong to them, only becauſe 
it does not belong to all; a Confuſion that is 
like to leave us in Uncertainty, or lead us into 
Miſtake. . | 
The great Variety of Subjects contained in 
the ſacred Books, though all are received un- 
der the general Name of Propheſy, yer plain- 
ly appear not to be Propheſies, of the ſame 
Nature and Kind. 1 
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2 Ibid, p. 69. 
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CE 
in this Queſtion, I would rank them into 
three Sorts, which, when _— conſidered, 
will be found very diftin#, and different from 
C 


The firſt Sort are all direct, expreſs, and 
literal Predictiont; all ſuch Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, which, in their primary, direct Inten- 
tion, foretell ſome future Event in particular, 
with reſpect to the Meſſiah. This ſort of Pro- 
pheſy will be every Paſſage of the ſacred pro- 
phetical Books, which ſo foretel any Thing 
relating to the Perſon, or Office of the Meſ- 
ſiah, to the Time, the Manner, or other Cir- 
cumſtance of his Appearance, or Actions in 
the World, © e OT An: 
The ſecond Sort of Propheſies, are ceremo- 
nial and ſymbolical Repreſentations and De- 
ſeriptions ; the Senſe of which is to be under- 
ſtood by what appears to be the Meaning of 
ſuch Ceremonies, or what is intended to be re- 
Preſented by ſuch Symbols. Theſe may not im- 
properly be called typical Prophejies. 
A third Sort of Propheſies, are the hiftorical 
Accounts contained in the prophetical Books 


* 


As far therefore as Propheſies are concern'd 


0 


of Scripture; all which ſacred Books, as we 


have obſerved, are received and uſed as pro- 
phetical Writings. Now the Hiſtories con- 
tained in theſe Books, may be confidered as 
hiſtorical Propheſies, whether they are conſi- 
dered as commemorative of paſt Providences, 
or as ſignificant ang deſcriptive of like future 

5% Pro- 
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Providences, and en to come. To explain 
the Nature of _ a little more in Particular, 


ne esa g 


: SECT. I. 
Of literal Propheſs 


| Of PaeproTroN. 


HE firſt Sort of theſe Propheſies, are 
all dire, expreſs Prediction of” the 
Moab, of which there are ſeveral in the 
Writings of the Old Teſtament. For, 

Of this Sort are to be accounted, whatever 
Paſſages of Scripture, in their rimary, direct, 
and expreſs Intention and A forecel 
any Thing relating to the Perſon or Office of 
the Meſſiah, to the Time, the Manner, or 

other Circumſtance of his en or 
Actions in the World. 

As this Kind of Propheſies i is of Drindipal 
Uſe, in the preſent Argument, it will be proper, 
not only to confider ſome particular Examples, 
but alſo to obſerve fome Reaſons which juſtify 
an Application of them to the Meſſiah, in 
their primary, direct, and expreſs Intention 
and Meaning. And the rather, becauſe all 
Art has been uſed to weaken this Part of the 
Argument, by explaining away the proper 
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Meaning of each of theſe Prepbeltes in parti⸗ 
cular, and by repreſenting a direct Application 
of them to the Meſfiah, as imaginary and 
groundleſs. 

Let us then conſider the following Paſſages 
of Scripture, as Examples of direct and literal 
Predictions of the Meſſiah, through the ſeve- 
ral Periods of Propheſy, and more important 
States of the former Church and Revelation, 
as they mutually help to explain each other, 


and to confirm the W of their Applica- 
tion to the Meſſiah. 


Gen. iii. 1 5. And I all put ami er | \ 
thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed ant 
her Seed ; it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou . 1 

Malt bruiſe his Heel. ; 

Gen. xxii. 18. And in thy Seed ſhall. all tbe 
N ations of the Earth be 2 b ! 

Gen. xlix. 10. The Scepter ſhall not depart | F 
rom Judah, nor 4 Law-giver from between 1 
his Feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him foall EY 
the gathering of the People be. TT 

Deut. xvili. 15. The — thy God will raiſe 0 
unto thee a Prophet from the midſt of theez 1 
the unto me; unto him ſhall ye hearken. 1 


Pſal. cx. 1, &c. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, | 28 
Sit thou at my right Hand, until I make thine 1 
Enemies thy Footſtool. The Lord ſhall ſend the FF F 
Rod of his Strength out of Zion; rule thou in To 
the midſt of thine Enemies. Thy People ſhall be * 
N in * Day of thy Power; in the Beau. re 


— 1 ries 


18 


tien of Holineſ; from the nb of the Morning, 
thou haſt the Dew of thy Youth. 
Ifai. vii, 14. Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall 


give you a Sign: Bebold, a Virgin ſhall conceive 


and bear a Son, and ſhall call his Name Imma- 


nuel. 


Ifai. ix. 6, 7. For unto us a Child is 2 


unto us a Son 1s given, and the Government 
be upon bis Shoulder ; and his. Name . be 


called W onderful, Counſellor, the mighty. God, 
the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace: 


Of the Increaſe of his Government and Peace, 


there ſhall. be no End; upon the Throne of Da- 


vid, and upon bis Kingdom, to orden it, and to. 


eftabliſh it with udgment and with Fuſlice; 


from henceforth, even for ever. The Zeal of the. 2 


Lord of Hoſts will perform this. 5 
Ifai. xi. 1, 2. And tbere ſhall. come farth, a 


Rod out of the Stem of Jefle, and a Branch ſhall 
grow out of his Roots. And the Spirit of the 


Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the Spirit of Wiſde m 
and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and 


Might, the Spirit of . and gf the Hear. 
op the Lor d, 


Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. Behold, the Days. come, ſaith. 


the Lord, that I will raiſe: unto. David à rigb- 
teous Branch, and a King ſhall reign and . 


and ſhall execute Judgment and Fuſtice in the 


Earth. In his Days Judah ſball he ſaved, and 
Iſrael hall dwell seh ; and this is bis Name, 
— he ſhall be called, The Lord our Righ- 


6 Dan. 


C 


* 


and Phy. |! 
10; 
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(10) 


Dan. vii. 13, 1 1 And þ ſaw in the br 
vi ons, and behold one like the Son of Man 
tame with the Clouds of Heaven, and came to 
the ancient of Days, and they brought him near 
before him. And tbere was given him Domi- 
nion and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all Peo- 
fle, Nations, arid Languages, fold ſerve him; 
his Dominion i is an everlaſting Dominion, which 
fall not paſs away, and his Render that which 
Jour not be deſtroy d. 

Pan. ix. 24, &c. Seventy Weeks are deter 
wid upon thy People, and upon thy holy City, 
to finiſh Tranſgreſion, and to make an And of 
Sins, and to make Reconciliation for Iniquity, 
and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and 
to feal up the Vifgon and Propheſy, and to anoint. 
the moſt Holy. Know therefore and underſtand, 
that from the going forth of the Commandment 
to reflore and to build Jeruſalem, unto the Meſ= 

fab the Prince, ſhall be ſeven Weeks, and three- 
ſeore and two Weeks ; the Street ſhall be built 
again, and the Wall, even in troubleous Times. 
And after threeſeore and two Weeks ſhall Meſ- 
fiah be cut off, but, not for himſelf; and the Peo- 
ple of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy | 
the City and the Sanctuary, and the End there= | 
of fall be with a Flood, and unto the End of | 
the War Deſolations are determined. And he 
fhall confirm the Covenant with many for one 
Week; and in the midſt of the Week be ſhall 
cauſe th Sacrifice and Oblation to ceaſe, and 
Joe "oe overſpreading of Avominarions, he ſhall 
2 make 
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nage it deſolate; even until the Conſummation, 
and that determined, Mal be e e We ey 

Dęſolate. . 

Hag. ii. 4, &c. . 744, now. be er 0 Serie 
babel, ſaith the Lord, and be ſtrong, O Joſhua, 
Son of Joſedech the Hi g Priefh, and be ſtrong 
all ye People of the La ſaith the Lord, oy 
work ; for I am with. you, ſafth the Lord of 
Hoſes. According to the Word. that I covenants 
ed with you whan ye came out of Egypt, ſo my 
Spirit remaineth among yon; fear ye not. For 
thus ſaith. tbe Lord of Hoſts, Ter once, it is a 
little while, and I will ſbate the Heavens, and 
tbe. Earth, and the Sea, and the try, Land. 
And 1 will ſhake all Nations; and the. Defire 
of all Nations. ſhall come, and 1 will fill this 
Hou with Glory, ſaith the Lord of Hels. The 
Silver is mine, and the Gold i 1s mine, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of this latter Haouſe 
ball be greater than of the former, /aith the 
Lord of Hoſts ; and in this Place will I give 
Peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. a 

Zech. vi. 11, &c. Then take Silver and Gold, 
ond make Crawns, and ſet them upon the: Head 
of Joſhua, the Sen of Joſedech the High. Pri; 
and ſpeak unto bim, ſaying, Thus \ſpeaketh the 

Lord of . Hoſts, Behold the Man whoſe Name 
is the Branch, and he ſhall grow up out of his 
Rive, and he ſhall build the Temple of the 
Lord: Even be ſhall build the ; le of the 
Lord, and he ſhall bear the Glory, = ſhall fit 
and rule upon his Throne, and the Counſel of 

9 Peace 


(1) 
Peace ſhall be between them' both. And: the 
Crowns ſhall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and 
to Jedajah, and to Hen the Son of Zephaniah, 
for SN Aboriat in the Temple of the Lord. And 
they that are afar of ſhall come and build in the 
Temple of the Lord, and ye ſhall know that the 
Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me unto you. And this 
Jhall come to paſs, if. ye. will diligentiy obey the 
Voree of the Lord your God. 

Mal. iii. 1. Behold F will ſend my Meſſenger, 
a he ſhall prepare the M. ay before me; and the. 
Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to bis 
Temple, even the Meſſenger of the. Covenant, 
awhom ye delight in; behold, he ſhall come, ſaith 
the Lord of Tol But who may abide the Day 
of his Coming? And who ſhall ftand when be 
appeareth? for he is like a Refiner*s Fire, and 
like Fuller's Sope. And he ſhall fit as a Refiner 
ard Purifier of Silver; and he ſhall purify the 
Sens of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Sil. 
ver, that they may offer unto the Lord an Offer- 
ing in Righteouſneſs. 

Mal. iv. 1, 2. For behold, the Day cometh. 
that ſhall zurn as an Oven, and all the Proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly ſhall be fubble, 
and the Day that cometh ſhall burn them. up, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them 
neither Root nor Branch. But unto you that 
fear my Name, ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ariſe with Healing in his Wings; and ye ew 
go forth, and grow up as Calves of the Stall. 


Theſe 
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8 Theſe are a Series of Paſſages in the * 


Books of Propheſy from the Beginning to the 


End, in the ſeveral moſt conſiderabſe States 


and Periods of the Church, and on the moſt 
impor nes Occaſions of Propheſy. 0 


It may give ſome Light to the —— Ache 


ſtanding of. theſe Propheſies, if we -confider 
them in their Cinformiry and mutual Reſpect to 
each other, in their Propriety and Uſe to the 
States of the Church, and Ages of Propheſy, 


in which they were reſpectively given. Such 


1 may be ſerviceable to explain 


the Senſe of ſeveral Exprefſions, and, in many 


Things, aſcertain their Intention and Appli- 
cation, even where each of them, taken ſingly, 
and by themſelves, may not be ſo clear and 


certain, eſpecially where all Endea vours haye | 
been uſed, to invent any other Potliblg Senſe, 


or Application for tgem. 
The Authors of all theſe prophocizth Wri- 


8 though living in ſo diſtant Times, were 


yet all of them of the ſame Religion, the ſame 
Nation, and the ſame Church, and are very 
likely to have a Reference to each other, and 
an Agreement in Expreſſions and Sentiments, 
which will much help to . clear and aſcertain 
each others Meaning. 

Many learned Men have mern to prove 
that each of theſe Paſſages of Scripture are ex- 
preſs, direct, and literal Predictions of the 
Meſſiah, and to vindicate- them from Obje- 
ctions of all ſorts, I propoſe not to enter inte 

that 
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langem; bot rather to: refer to what ſo 

many Perſons of great Ability have, at large, 
offered on that Head I would, following is | 
ourſe: of my Argument, only endeavour to 
ſhew, that cha! Fropheſies conſidered toge- 
ther, and with anrod) Reſpe@ to each other, 
met properly point out one and tbe ſame Perſon, 
deſigned and propoſed as the Bleſſing and Hope 
of thy Church in Temes after the Propheſy. And 
that theſe Propheſies taken in hig Senſe, and 
eonfidered in his Vie, are of the greateſt 
— oery the State of the Church, and Age 
of Propheſy, in which they were given, to 
the Promiſes of God to his Church, and Co- 
Vehant with his People, and greatly counte- 
nance the Fitneſs and Propriety of different 
Kinds of Propheſy, to keep up, and encou- 
tage the ſame Hopes, and carry on the ſame 
Intentions. And this I apprehend, will be 


=. in i ſelf a very conſiderable Proof, that they 


are expres ow ren concerning. the 
Meffiah. . 

One of theſe Propheſies'i is near as old as the 
World it ſelf ; upon one of the moſt impor- 
tant Oecaſions, the Tranſgreſſion of our firſt 
Parents, when they and their Deceiver were 
judged, and had their reſpective Puniſhments 
aſſigned them by the Sentence of God him- 
felf. 

Another was given when God - choſe Abra- 
Bae, and his Family to be his Church, and as 
| his peculiar People, to preſerve the true Reli- 
gion 


(612505 
from univerſal Corruption, and be dis 
Ringviſhed by God's peculiar Favours e 
Bleſſings. by Wi9Y t8 a5 Meri gort x 18 8717 
A third is at the Time chen Duel mas 
abtut to die, and leave his Family in Egypt, 
which ſoon after was to meet wich great and. 
oppreſſive Afflictions, deſigned to exterminate 
them as a diſtinct Family and PeopleQ. 
We have another at the Time when: this 
Family; ſaved from the Bondage of Egypt, re- 
ceived a new Form and Polity, as God's 
Church and People in the promiſed Land, and 


a Law as the ſtanding Rule of their Religion | 


| and Worſhip. 

- We have another, when Dowd carried the 
Power of the Fewiſh Nation to the higheſt 
Pitch, and the Worſhip of the Fewiſb ch 
to a very flouriſhing Condition. 

We have again other Propheſies in this De- 


dine of the Jewiſh State and Government, 


when the Kingdom of J 4 1 rael was deſtroy d, 
and when the Kingdom of 'Fudah was greatly 
diſtreſſed, when — City and Temple were 


burned, and the People led Captives to Ba- 
Hlon. 8 


And, finally, we have other of hd — 


phefies, when God had cauſed his People to 
return, after they had reſtored both the Tem- 
ple and God's Worſhip in their own- Land, 
juſt when the Gift of Propheſy was to ceaſe, 
and did not return again, till, according * 

the 
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the Writings of the New Teſtament, it re 
turned with the Meſſiah. 5 | 

Here then are Propheſies at very great -Di= 
| ſtances of Time from each other in the whole, 
as Diſtances of between three and four thou- 
ſand Years : They are each of them at ſuch, 
proportioned Diſtances from each other, that 
they ſingly refer to the ſeveral greater and 


more important Periods of Providence and 


Religion, with reſpect to the Church of God; 


in all Ages from the Creation, to the interval 


of Propheſy, between the Fewiſh and the Chri- 
ſtian States of Religion. And yet we ſhall 
find, upon a little Attention, a ſurprizing 
Uniformity between them, and mutual * 
rence to each other. © 
[Aris manifeſt, I think, bara all reaſona- 
ble Queſt ion, chat they ſeverally ſignify and 
promite:ſome Bleſſing, and give Hope to the 
Church; God deſtgned them ſome Benefit; 
but what, and when, and bow, will beſt he 
underſtood, I conceive, by conſidering them: 
rogerher. + Sh RE 

We may obſerve, in general, there is a great 
Uni formity of Character, an Alluſion in, the. 
Expreſſions of the later Propheſies, to the 
more ancient; which ſeem to denote they 
are all intended of one and the ſame Bleſſing; 
and that the later Propheſies are to be conſi- 


dered as a Comment and Explication of tho: 


former. 
'T hus 


c®@C. . ts Pay” I et. Es 


. 
Thus the Seed of the Woman, the Seed ot 
Abrabam, a Ohild born unto us, a Son given 


us, a Rod our of the Stem of Jeſe, a Braneh 
out of his Roots, a righteous Branch raifed 


up to David, the Man whoſe Name is the 


Branch, the Meſſenger of the Covenant, in 
Viſion one like the Son of Man coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven, Meſſiah the Prince, are 
known Expreſſions in theſe feveral Propheſies: 
This Conformity of Expreſſion ſeems: a choſen 
Thing, and deſigned for ſome Purpoſe, and 


what ſo natural as to refer thele'! ſeveral 
Propheſies to each other, and to denote by 


them one and the ſame Bleſſing, to point out 
ſome one Perſon to come, the Me Aer 0G 
God's Covenant and PromiſmG. 
Wich this Conformity of Erprefnen gr we 
may further obſerve a great Uniformaty\''0 
Character, The Seed of the Womati is to Haie 
the Serpet's Head. The Serpent is tobe! 
ſafe,” repreſented the Tempter and Deceiver 
of our firſt Parents, and the Occaſion! of! theit 
Fall; and this Revelation ſeems to pftomiſe 
ſome Perſon in Time to deſcend from chem 
who ſhould regain a Victory over the Serpent; 
in which Revelation, the Bleſſing promiſed, 
is unlimited; ; it is made to the Seed of our 
firſt Parents in general, and therefore belongs 
to all the Nations of the Earth deſcended from 
them. In like manner, the Promife to Abra- 
ham, of à Bleſing in his Seed; extends beyond 
wy own Family, to all the Families of the. 
D World, 
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World, as in his Seed all the Nations of the 
Earth were to be bleſſed. In the Bleſſing of 
Judah, when the promiſed Shiloh ſhould come, 
unto him ſhould the gathering of the People be. 
When the Law is given by Moſes, the Promiſe 
of another Prophet, {ike unto Moles, intimates, 
that the then Inſtitution. of Religion, by his 
Law, ſhould give way to another Inſtitution z 
and that a Law given. to /eparate the Church 
from other Nations, was only to continue till 
Derbe. Prophet, like unto Moſes, ſhould be 
iſed up, to give the Church a more Cat bolicꝶ 
laſtitution, whom God would give a. Light 
to the Genfzles, that he might be his Salvation 

to the Ends of the Earth. 

In the Times of David, as there. is pro- 
maſed:; the Bleſſing of a great and powerful 
Prince, fo he is alſo promiſed as an everlaſting 
Prieſt, after the Order of Melchizedeck; that 
is, not after the Order 1 Aaron, In the Times 
of Tſatah, it is propheſied, that the Root of 
Jelſe ſhall: ſtand for an En/ign, of the People; 
ta it ſhall the Gentiles ſeeb, and his Reſt ſhall; 
be glorious. In Daniel's Time, the Perſon 
promiſed re Blefling of the Church, has gi- 
ven unto. him a Kingdom, that all People, 
Nations, and Languages ſhould ſerve him, And 
Meſſiah the Prince, about the Time of whoſe. 
Appearance the City and Sanctuary ſhall be, 
deſtroy' d, ſhall; confirm the Covenant with, 
many, and cauſe the $ acrifice and Oblation. to. 
ceaſe. In the Times of the later Prophets, 

after 


— — 
after the Reſtoration of the ſecond Temple 
and Worſhip, the Man, whoſe Name is the 
Branch, is promiſed, like David's Character 
of a powerful Prinee, and a Prieſt for ever, 
after the Order of Melchizegeck, that he (hall 
be a Prieft upon bis Throne; and they that are 
afar of Which is a known Expreſſion for the 
Gentiles) ſhall come and build the Temple 0 
the Lord, or join in building vp the Church of 
God in the ole le ES Cn CITI 

From hence it may appear, in ops 
ot 


„ 


theſe ſeveral Propheſies 7ogether, thete is nor 
only a Reference to each other by Conformzt 

of Expreſſion, but by a remarkable Conformity 
of Deſcription and Character. And this f 

more eſpecially to be obſerved, becauſe” the 
Characters principally pointed our, are ſuch 
as cannot conſiſt with the Conſtitution of the 
Jeuiſb Church and State of Religion; ſuch 
as the calling of the Gentiles under a Prieſt 
upon his Throne, who ſhould not only reign 
as a King, but ſhould alſo be a Prieſt for ever, 
after the Order of Melchizedeck, as well as a 
Prophet like unto Moſes, who ſhould cauſe the 
Sacrifice and the Oblation to ceaſe, who 
ſhould confirm the Covenant with many, and 
in whom all the Nations of the Earth ſhould 
be bleſſed; and yet moſt of theſe Propheſies 
were given by Perſons of the Fewi/Þ Religion 
and Church, and of unqueſtioned Zeal for 
both. This intimates a very conſiderable 


Reafon why theſe ſeveral Prophefies ſhould be 
MS refer d 
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zefer'd'to one Perſon and Time, -when, and by 
whom, theſe promiſed Bleſſings ſhould be ac- 
complithed, rather than to underſtand the 
Propheſies of ſeveral Perſons, and ſeveral Times, 
moſt of them within the State of the Jewiſ 
Church and Religion, with which they do 
not only appear inconſiſtent, but that Incon- 
fiſtency ſeems deſgnediy marked. out to our Ob- 
ſervation, in every Period of Time, and in 
the Deſcription and Character it ſelf. | 

It may further. confirm the Reference of 
theſe Propheſies to each other, and their Ap- 
plication to one appointed Perſon and Time, to 

obſerve that the Prophets themſelves uſe ſeve- 
ral Expreſſions, which naturally direct them 
to be underſtood of one Perſon and Time. In 
the later Propheſies, we have, for Inſtance, 
mention of one Day, of that Day, of the Da 
of the Lord, of the laſt Days, when the Lorl 
«whom they ſeek, ſhall come to his Temple, when 
the Meſſenger of the Covenant in whom they 
delight,. and the Defire. of all Nations ſhall 
come, to, fill the latter Temple with Glory. Do 
not ſuch Expreſſions as theſe ſeem to point 
out one Perſon, and one Time? And if the 
other Propheſies, ſome of which are mark'd 
ut by determined Numbers, of Years ; others 
4 vety great and remarkable Events, relating 
to the Polity of the Feuiſb Nation, and the 
State of Religion throughout the World, 
ſhould yet all wonderfully coincide with that 
one Perſon, and that one Time, called by the 
Ten Sri 
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latter Prophets the Meſſenger of. the Covenant, 
and the laſt Days, is there not good Reaſon to 
conclude, that the one Spirit of  Propheſy 
defigned them, in their ſeveral Ages, to mark 
out one Bleſſing, which, in the future Age, 
was to be beſtowed on the World, by the Fa- 
ther of the Age to comm. --5.- 
This may ſerve to ſhew us how naturally 
the ſeveral diſtant Propheſies are connected 
together: How the Meſſiah: of Daniel, and 
the ſeventy Weeks determined upon the Peo- 
ple and the holy City, the Father ofthe Age 
to come, the Prince of Peace, who is to 15 
upon the Throne of his Father David, David's 
Lord, who was to be alſo a Prieſt, after the 
Order of Melchizedeck; a Propher like unto 
Moſes, to give a new Inſtitution of Religion; 
the Shi/oh who was to come, when the Scep- 
ter ſhould depart from Judab, and a Law- 
_ giver from between his Feet; the Seed of 
Abraham\ in whom all the Nations of the 
Earth ſhould be bleſſed, and the Seed of the 
Woman, who ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head, the Tempter of our firſt Parents, and 
Occaſion of their Fall; ſeem to mark out ce 
Perſon, and one Time, as they naturally coin» 
cide with that one Perſon, and one Time, to 
which the latter Propheſies ſeem determined. 
And this affords another very. conſiderable 
Reaſon why they are e rather to 
one and the ſame Perſon, and Time, than to 
many Perſons, and different Times. 


— 


But, 


. 
But, befides all theſe Obſervations, to con- 
firm their Reference to each other, and Ap- 
plication to one Bleſſing, by the Means of one. 
Þerfon, there is a yet further Conſideration, 
that greatly confirms the foregoing Reaſons, 
and.is it ſelf fo juſt a Reaſon, that it may well 
| juſtify ſuch Ae e as very fit and 
| proper : For this View of the Propheſies in 
general, will make every one of them ſingly, 
and in particular, a very proper and uſeful 
Part of, Revelation, to the State of Religion 
and the Church, wherein they were reſpective- 
„„ i 1 
Me are not ſo commonly attentive to this 
Obſervation, as, I think, we ought to be. It 
was one End of Propheſy, and, as ſuch, will 
ſerve to explain the true Intention and Mean- 
ing of ir. We ate indeed told, that the Ad- | 
verſaries to the Proof of a Meſſiah, from the 
Propheſies of the Old Teſtament, are not | 
obliged to ſhew © how an Propheſy in it ; 
% was ever fulfill'd.*,” leaft they ſhould be 
oblig'd ro own them as Propheſies, and there- 
fore to ſhew in whom they were fulfill'd, if l 
not in the Meffiah. And though we are yer | 
further inform'd, that they think them- 
« ſelves not obliged to find Meanings for ſuch 
% obſcure Books, as the Books of the Pro- 
“ phets; and particularly cannot think them- 
« ſelves at all concerned to find out Events, 
Scheme of literal Propheſy, p. 13 r. | 
« ful- 
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* fulfilling their Propheſies : Yet if we 
would rightly underſtand the Old Teſtament, 
or any other Book, ſetting aſide for the pre- 

ſent. the Reſpect due to them as Propheſies, 
That ought to be received the more likely and 
truer Meaning, which will give a juſt, a rea- 
ſonable, and a proper Senſe, and is always to 
be prefer d to ſuch Meaning, as gives a very 
low and improper one, or which is hardly re- 
concileable to common Senſe. It is a very low 
Form of Criticiſm to play with Etymologies, 
and the poſſible Senſes, of Words, ſo. as toy 
make all Language ſignify. nothing; hut ro, 
underſtand the true Meaning of Words, we, 
are ſuxely to prefer that Meaning, which the 
Senſe and Intention ofithe Argument in which 
they are uſed; and Occaſion on which then are 


ſpoken, ſhew to be moſt proper to ſuch Argu- 


ment, and moſt fit for ſuch Intention. 

Lat us then briefly, conſider theſe, Propheſies 
in this View. alſo, that we may find whay 
Senſe and Meaning are moſt fit and proper to 


the Argument, Occaſion, and Intention. of, 


them. 5 | * r HTS 72 
The Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament moſt evi- 
dently ſhews, theſe Propheſies were given in. 


their ſeveral Times, on very. great, Occaſions, 


and were deſigned to encourage, Hope in God, 
and his Goodneſs, in the moſt important Pe- 


riods of Providence and Religion, with Re- 


* Scheme, 5. 11 
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ſpect to his Church, in its ſeveral Ages and 
States. We are therefore directed, by all true 
Rules of Criticiſm, to look for ſuch a Senſe in 
theſe Propheſies, as ſhall be ſuitable to ſuch 
Occaſions, and agreeable to ſuch Intentions. 
If we are allowed to ſuppoſe they have any 
Senſe, and any Meaning, ſuch a Senſe will 
appear the moſt likely, which ſhall appear the 
moſt fit and proper. 1! 
_ *"Tobegin with the firſt of theſe Piopheties; 
Mpſes introduces God ſpeaking to the Serpent, 
by whom our firſt Parents were tempted to 
tranſgreſs the Command of God, by which 


they forfeited Life and Paradiſe, I will put 
Enmity between thee and the Woman, and be- 


tween thy Seed and her Seed; it ſhall bruiſe 
thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel. Theſe 
Words are ſo well accounted for upon this 
View of Prophefy, by a very learned Author, 
that I cannot better repreſent it than in his 
Words s: Do but imagine that you ſee 
« Ged ber to judge the Offenders, Adam 
te and Eve before him in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, 
ce that you hear God inflicting Pains and 8078 
ce rows, and Miſery and Death, upon the firſt 
«of human Race; and that in the midſt of 
1 all this Scene of Woe, and great Calamity, 
c you hear God foretelling, with very great 
te Solemnity, a very trivial Accident that 
« ſhould' ſometimes — in the World, 


m 


8 Sherlock, Diſc, III, p. 70. 
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« that Serpents would be apt to bite Men by 
« the Heels, and that Men would be apt to 
<« revenge themſelves, by ſtriking them on the 
« Head: In the Name of God, what has 
« this Trifle to do with the Loſs of Mankind; 
« with the Corruption of the natural and mo- 
« ral World, and the ruin of all che Glory 
« and Happineſs of the Creation.—Leaving 
this therefore as abſolutely abſurd, let us 
c conſider What Meaning the Circumſtances 
« of the Action do neceſſarily fix to the Words 
« of this Propheſy.— They knew full well, 
e at this Juncture, that their Fall was the 
„ Victory of the Serpent, whom, by Expe- 
c rience, they found to be an Enemy to God 
<« and Man, it could not therefore but be 
« ſome Comfort to them, to hear the Serpent 
« firſt condemned.“ This, as the ſame Au- 
thor farther obſerves, was 4 Maintenance of 
God's Supremacy ; and it gave them good 
Hopes of prevailing againſt the Serpent, and 
8 thereby recovering —w_ what they had loſt, 
WA and fo became a Foundation for Hopes of 
Mercy after the Fall, and for Religion, to 
which Truſt and idence towards God are 
ſo neceſſary; and, in the end, all ſuch Ex- 
pectation from this Propheſy, has been com- 
3 anfwer d, by the Redemption wrought 
In this View, and with this Meaning, theſe 
Words have a fit and proper Senſe, for the 
Defign of a Propheſy, upon ſo great an Occa- 
8 E font 
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one But in the other View they have a Mean» 
ang very unfit, and very improper, for ſuch an 
Occaſion ; a Senſe ſo ridiculous and abſurd, 
as not to be reconciled to common Senſe.: 
Which therefore we ought to prefer, as the 
truer Meaning of a Propheſy, let every Man 
zudge. EEO.) rome bl ge to: 
The next Propheſy mentioned was on ano- 
ther great Occaſion. The World, in the Times 
of: Abraham, was well nigh oyerſpread with 
Superſtition and Idolatry, ſo that the Know- 
ledge of the true God, and of true Religion, 
were almoſt quite loſt. To. preſerve the true 
Religion, God chuſes Abrabam and his Fami- 
ly to be his Church, with whom he enter'd 
into a Covenant, with Promiſes of peculiar 
Favour; which peculiar Favour conſiſted of 
two Parts, ſo diſtin& and different from each 
other, that they may well be conſider' d as two 
Coyenants; the one a Promiſe of temporal 
Protection and Bleſſing; the other a Promiſe 
of the Bleſſings of true Religion. Abraham 
having enter'd into his Covenant, and ſhewn 
the Sincerity of his Faith and Obedience, in 
his Readineſs at God's Command, to offer up 
.the Son of the Promiſe, he receives this Pro- 
miſe, an Encouragement; of Hope in God's 
future Favour : By my ſelf have I ſworn, ſaith 
the Lord; for becauſe thou haſt done this, Thing, 
and haſt not with-held thy Son, thy only Son, 
that in Bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in multi- 
plying, I will multiply thy Seed, as the Stars 


F 


(27). 

of the Heaven, and as the Sand which is upon 
the Sea Shore, and thy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gate 
of his Enemies: And in thy Seed ſhall all the 
Nations of 'the Earth be 4 * Now what 
Meaning of theſe Words is ſo natural to the 
Occaſſon and the Intention of them, as ſuch a 
Meaning which ſhall include the Bleſings of 
both Covenants ; a Promiſe of temporal Pro- 
tection, and of the true Religion. This is a 
Meaning that carries an uſeful Inſtruction, 


that though God then choſe the Family of 


Abraham to be his Church, from all the Fa- 
milies of the Earth, yet the Promiſes and En- 
couragements to true Religion remained as at 


the firſt, and the Goodneſs of God deſigned | 


them a Blefling to all the Nations of the Earth. 

In this Senſe, there is a proper Encourage- 
ment to Hope the Privileges of God's Church 
would be continued in Abraham's Family, and 
the Bleflings of true Religion and Protection 


ſhould remain in that Family, until theſe 


Bleſſings ſhould by it become more univerſal. 
It was a great Encouragement to Abraham 
and his Family, that theſe Bleſſings of true 
Religion ſhould be beſtowed upon the World 
by ſome of their Poſterity ; an Honour, thar 
was not as yet confined to any of the Families 


of the Sons of Adam; a Privilege, which pro- 


miſes the Scheme of Providence ſhall be fo i in 
their Favour, as that God would, by their 
Family, accompliſh his Deſigu of bleſſing all 
Nations of the Earth with the true Religion. 
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This Senſe of the Words gives. them a Mean. 
proper and ſuitable to the Intention and 
Occaſion of them, and very inſtructive to the 
then State of the Church, and for that Rea - 
ſon ſhould ſeem a much truer Meaning, than 
chat to be bleſſed in Abraham's Seed, ſhould 
« ſignify to be wiſhed as proſperous as Abra- 
* ham's Poſterity;” or that People ſhould 
« wiſh each other as happy and proſperous as the 
« Jews ;“ or even that the Blefling of all 
. Navions ſhould mean what no Nation of the 
Earth, but the Fews, would account a Bleſ- 
ſing at all, viz. that one Time or other all 
Nations of the World ſhould be ſubject to the 
temporal Dominion of Abraham's Poſterity. 
The next Propheſy was alſo on a very re- 
markable Occaſion. Jacob was near his Death 
Pap © He called unto his Sons, and ſaid, 
Gat er your ſelves together, that I may tell you 
what ſhall befal you in the laſt Days i. This 
Propheſy was but a little Time before his Fa- 
mily was grievouſly oppreſſed in Egypt; that 
the Egyptians endeavoured to make them 
Slaves, and quite exterminate them, as a di- 
ſtinct People. This hardly looked like fulfilling 
the Promiſe to Abraham, (Gen. xviii, 18.) that 
Abraham ſhould ſurely become a great and migh- 
ty Nation, and that all Nations of the Earth 
Jhould be bleſſed in him. Yet this was a Pro- 
miſe agen renewed to Tjaac, with Reference 


1 | Scheme of literal Prophel, 5. 1327133. | Deyt, xlix, 1. 
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to the Promiſe made to his Father Abraham, 
Gen, xxvi. 4. And I will perform the Oath 
which I fwore unto Abraham thy Father ; and 
Twill make thy Seed to multiply as the Stars of 
Heaven, and will give unto thy Seed all theſe 
Countries: And in thy Seed ſhall all the Na- 
tions of the Earth be bleſſed. This Promiſe was 
again, in like manner, renewed to Jacob him- 
elf, Gen. xxviii. 13. And bebold the Lord ſtood 
above it, and ſaid, I am the Lord God of Abra- 
ham thy Father, and the God of Iſaac; the 
Land whereon thou lieft, to thee will 1 give it, 
and to thy Seed, and thy Seed ſhall be as the 
Duſt of the Earth; and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad 
to the Weſt, and to the Eaſt, and to the North, 
and to the South; and in thee, and in thy Seed, 
ſhall all the Families of the Earth be bleſſed. 
And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all Places whither thou goeſt, and will bring 
thee again into this Land; for I will nat leave 
thee, until I have done that which I have ſpoken 
to thee of, Now when Jacob gives his Sons If 
their ſeveral Bleſſings, it is not likely this con- th 
fiderable Part of the Promiſe ſhould be omit- 0 
ted, ſo often repeated, and on which the "i 
Hopes of his Family ſo much depended, for 6 
the other Bleſſings of God's Protection and 
Favour, according to the Promiſe ; For Till 
not leave thee, until I have done that which I 
have ſpoken to thee of; that is, until God had 
accompliſhed his Promiſe, that in him, and in 
his Seed, all the Families of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed. | | This 


hy 
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This Hope then was to become to Abra. 
hats and Jacob's Poſterity, what it had been 
to themſelves, an Encouragement to a con- 
ſtant Faith in God, an Exhortation to a ready 
Obedience to all his Commands; as it is ob- 
ſerved concerning Abrabam to his Son Iſaac, 
Gen, xxvi. 5. Becauſe that Abraham obey'd my 
Voice, and kept my Charge, my Commandments, 
my Statutes, and my Laws. 

If then we underſtand, in the Bleſſing of 

udab, that the Scepter ſhall not depart an 

udab, nor a Law-giver from between his 
Feet, until Shiloh come; a Promiſe, that not- 
withſtanding all the . which were 
ſoon to come upon all the Sons of Jacob, 
which might threaten to deſtroy the Know- 
ledge of God and true Religion among them, 
as well as their Tribes and Families; yet God 
would protect them, preſerve them a diſtinct 
People, and his true Religion with them, un- 
til the Coming of that Perſon, who ſhould 
Ble all the Families of the Earth with the 
Knowledge of true Religion, according ra 
what God had fo diſtin&tly and ſolemnly pro- 
miſed ro their Fathers, that in their Seed all 
Nations of. the Earth ſhould be bleſſed; and 
therefore that God would not leave them un- 
til he had done this which he had ſpoken. 
If we conſider this a like Promiſe renewed to 
Fudah, that Judah ſhould continue a diſtinct 
Tribe and Family, under its own Governors, 
and uſing its own Laws, until the Bleſſing of 
1 all 


(31) 
all Nations ſhould; come, unto whom the ga- 
thering of the People ſhould. be; this will 
give a proper and worthy Meaning to the Pro- 
pheſy, ſuited ta the Intention and Occaſion, of 
very uſeful Inſtruction, and Encouragement 
to Conſtaney in the true enen and Hope 


in God, when very ſhortly they were to ſtand 
in greateſt Need of them. This will. e 
ſent Shilob as a Perſon, and one of Judab's 
Poſterity, and one who ſhould bring ſuch 
Bleſſing to the World, that all the Families of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed in it. This 
a proper Ground to hope God would not [<4 
the Poſterity of Abraham, to whom ſuch, a 
' Promiſe was given, until he had done that 
which he had ſpoken. This was a powerful 
Encouragement to Conſtancy and Obedien 
under all Oppreſſions, and even in the melt 
hopeleſs State; for God had promiſed Fudab 
ſhould preſerve her Religion and Governors, 
until the Bleſſing of all Nations ſhould eome 
of his Family. 

This is a plain and natural Meaning, a8 
well as a fit and proper Meaning; fo that even 
Onkelos, the beſt of the Fewi/h Paraphraſts, 
tranſlates Shzloh by Meſfias. It is therefore 
greatly preferable to that Uncertainty | ſome 
Men affect, as © that ir does not appear that 
« Shiloh was one of Fudab's Poſterity, or even 
__ a Perſon at all ©; 2 becauſe, 1 it f i 18 ſub- | 
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ject to, and has a great Variety of Interpteta- 
ods From whence a of Prog. 
conclude, < That this Obſer vation, with re- 
« ſpect to the Word Sh:lob, is ſufficient alone 
* to confound the Application of Gen. xlvlii. 
tt 10, to a Meſtas, without entering into a 
« Diſcuſſion of that Text.“ But is it not con- 
cluding much too faſt, that becauſe the Word 
Shiloh, as to its grammatical Derivation, may 
be ſubje& to various Interpretations, that 
therefore there is no Meaning at all to the 


- BÞztob to fignify the Peace-maker, or the Mef- 
ſenger, or the Perſon to be ſent, or the coming 
of him to whom it appertains, or till the co- 
ming of what is reſerved for him, every one 


by Shiloh is meant ſome Perſon, and ſome Per- 
Jon of Jadah's Pofterity, the Perfon moſt likely 


If a Prophety, ſo ſolemnly deliver d on fo great 
an Occaſion, is to have any Meaning, what 
is a more proper Meaning, than that Jacob 
. ſhoukd confirm here to Fudah what Iſaac had 
confirmed to him, and Abrabam to Tſaxc, 
with this Encouragement, that God, accord- 
| Ing to his Promiſe, would not leave them, 
till he had accompliſhed the Bleſſing of all 
Nations, which was ſo eminent and diſt in- 
guiſhing a Part of the Promiſe it ſelf. 

Let us proceed to conſider, in the ſame 
View, the next Propheſy mentioned, which 


Prophefy? For let ſome Interpreters underſtand 


of theſe will ſufficiencly make it appear, that 


fo whom ad 0 fol of the People ſhould be. 
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is; Dini xvii 181. 7 Elle hö thent iB Bro: 
phet from among their Brethren, like unto thee; 
and will put- my Words in his Mouth; and be 
Jhall ſpeak unto'them all that I ſhall 'command 
him. ' And'#t ſhall come to paſs; that whoſoever 
will nbt bedrken unto my Words which: be. (ball 
Jpeak in my Name, I will require it of bin. 

The Time and Occaſion of theſe; Words 
were very remarkable.) It was When the 
Childten of Mrael, now brought our of Egypt, 
enjoyed their Liberty under their owh Go- 
vertimetit, God had given them his Law in 
a ſolemn Manner at Mount Sinai, the Tears 
of their Wandering in the Wildetneſs 325 | 
near an End, theit Victor ies in the promis 
Land were begun, and Moſer was about: to 
die, At this Time Godt choogilt it proper 
to give the 1/raclites à ſolemm Repetitioh of 
their DA Mount Hast: Iti is obſervable; 
this Law'was not given; ein above four Hun- 
dred Years after the calling of Abtabam, ſb 
that the Promiſe | belonged to him and his 
Family, for ſo long Time before che Law 
was given; and therefore it is well obſerved! 
that the Promiſe of a Bleſſing to all Na- 
« tions ſubſiſted in its full Force and VIigour, 
« during the Continuance of the Law of = 
« ' Moſes; for as that Promiſe was not com- 
e pleated by the giving of the Law, in which 
a 2 Neatiohg were not concern dz is nn 
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<ul ſo general a Promiſe be annull'd or 
et aſide by a private Law given to one 
< People only; and this is the true Senſe 
| and! Meaning of St. Paul's Argument, Gal. 
iii This I ſay, that the Covenant that 

Was confirmed before of God in Chriſt, 
„the Law which was four Hundred and 
«-chifty Years. after, cannot diſannul, that it 
ee ſhould make the Promiſe of none Effect. 
The Law of Moſes therefore then given to 
the Jews, was not to be perpetual, but to 
be ſucceeded by another, in which the Bleſ- 
fing promis d to all Nations ſhould be accom- 
Pliſhed; and yet the Law then given the Jews, 
Was to be received and obeyed with all Rer 
verence, and was to continue the Rule of Re- 
ligion a Worſhip, till the Times of a ber- 
ter Diſpenſation, which was to be inſtituted 
bye Prophet in all Reſpects equal to Ma.. 

„ Nbw over and above the Obſervations of 
learned: Men, chat this Propheſy ſpeaks of 
dne Prophet, and cannot literally agree to a 
Succeſſion of Prophets, and that in this very 
Bbok; Deut. xxxiv. 9, 10. it is: obſerved, in- 
cluding Foſhua: by Name, chat there . aroſe 
not a Prophet: ce! in Irael like unto Moſes, 
ſo that this Prophet like unto Meſes, can nei- 
ther be underſtood of Jeſbua, nor any Suc- 
ceſſion of Prophets: I ſay over and above 
theſe Obſervations; if we apply this. Prophe- 
ſy to one Perſon, who, agreeably, to all for- 
mer * Propheſies, on — greateſt Occaſions, 
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was to be the 'Bleſing of all\Nations, it gives a 
very proper and uſeful Inſtruction for hat 
Time, and particular Citeumſtance of Rege 
lation. It reaches the Obligation of cheir 
Law, till the coming of a Bestell Prophet 
than Moſes," and its Continuance, till the Ac 
compliſhmerit of the Promiſe in bleſſing all 
Nations3*fo/ that no Pretences to Propfieſy, 
or Revelation, or Knowledge of the Will of 
God, ſhould ſet aſide the Obligation of chat 
Law, till fuch a Prophet ſhould come. And 

et to prevent 4 ſuperſtitious Eſteem for theit 

aw, or their own Diſtinction from the 
World; they were to hope for a better Inſti- 
tution, Which ſhould be the common Bleſſing 
of all 'Nations of the Earth. Theſe-Contide- 
rations ate much more proper Reaſons, and 
ſtronger Motives, not to bearken to Diviners 
or Enchanters among the Heathen Nations, 
than a Succeſſion of Prophets for their Pro- 
phets were not to be in the Room of Divi- 
ners, tho on chat falſe and groundleſs Suppo- 
fition, a late Author imagines the only good 
Reaſoni of this Promiſe is built: Could rai- 
e ſing up a Prophet, whom it was impoſſible 
ce to eonſult in their Exigeneies, be a Reaſon 
ce to hinder them from conſulting Diviners, 
<c when they came into Canaan; and is not 
« the raiſing up a Prophet when they came 
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“ ſhould not hearken ro Diviners there ? Be- 
« cauſe they would then have a Prophet of 
e their own, to anſwer all. their Exigencies, 
« and need not go to Diviners.” On this 
groſs Miſtake alone, he repreſents, the Appli- 
cation of this Propheſy to a Prophet ma- 
ny Vears after, as without Senſe or Cohe- 
rence; „For what. Senſe or Coherence is 
chere, in ſaying, don't lenken to ſuch 
« Diviners as are in Canaan when you come 
there; for you ſhall have R of your 
« own, to whom you ſhall hearken two 
bf Thouſand Years after you come there?“ 
There would indeed be very little Senſe or 
Coherence in ſuch a Promiſe, if the Prophet 
to be raiſed was to be a Diviner of their own, 
or a Fortune-Teller, as he would ſuppoſe the 
Succeſſion of Jewiſh Prophets to be: But 
this is not only a groundleſs Suppoſition; it is 
moreover, a plain Miſtake and manifeſt Falſ- 
hood; for in this very Chapter, to have Divi- 
ners of their own is repreſented, as doing the 
Abominations of the Nations, for which: God 
drove out that People before them, ver. 12. All 
Pretences ro Divination were expreſly. forbid, 
and by this Law of Moſes, it was a capital 
Crime. To expect therefore Prophets of their 
own, to anſwer all theſe Exigencies of For- 
tune- telling, that they had no Need to go to 
Piviners, is ſo far from being a good Reaſon, 
and the only good Reaſon, that it is a manifeſt 
14 and can be 20 o Keefer at all. But 
> Tre „ rhe 


of that great Prophet, who ſhauld bleſs all 


the Authority and Coptinuance of their Law 
which forbid all eren and which w 
to remain in full Force, till the Appearance 


the Nations of the Earth, was a very, good 
Reaſon and powerful Motive, not td hearkep 
to any Diviners againſt their Law, and. to 
preſerve them from being miſled by Diyiners 
into any Acts of Idolatry, by any Opinion of 
their Skill or ſuperior Knowledge, by Reaſon 


of their pretended Converſation, with ſeps- 


rate Spirits, which was one principal End 


them from. Which then of theſe Senſes ig 


the fitteſt ö e mA leaye every 


dge. 


© When the 1 Vii was ſettled in Da vid 
. 


and his Family, che great Power of the Scep- 
tre of Judab in his Days, the Order and Digni- 
ty of the Jewiſo Worſhip in his Time, made 
his Reign a very remarkable Period of the Ferw- 
% Church and State. In this Time we find 
him mentioning a Perſon under a double Cha- 
rater, as a very powerful Prince, and a 
Prieſt for ever, after the Order of Melehize- 
deck, Pſal, cx. 1, &c. The: Lord ſaid. unto my 
Lord, Sit thou at my right-Hand, until I make 
thine Enemies thy: Footſtool. The: Lord ſhall 


ſend the Rod of his Strength aut of Zion; rule 
thou in the midſt of thine Enemies. Thy People 
ſhall be willing in the Day of thy Power; in the 
Beauties of Holineſs; from the Womb of the 


Morn- 
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Morning, ' thou” haft the Dew bf thy Youth, 
The Lord hath fworn, and will not repent, 
Thou art 6, Prieft for ever, after the Order of 
Melchizeteck. 

Though the latter Net have taken great 
Pains to wreſt this Propheſy to another Senſe ?, 

t they are ſo divided in their Opinions, 
and ſpeak ſuch inconſiſtent Things, that as 
one FRY obſerves, © From hence alone we 
<- may be ſatisfied,” they are in the wrong.” 
Some of the eus chemſelves have been for- 
ced to acknowledge, thar it helongs to the Ne 


fab. Butwhatl am chiefly to obſerve in'the 


Courſe of this Argument, is the great Pro- 
priety of chis Propheſy, underſtood of the 
Meffiah, to that Period of, Time and State of 
the Church and Nation, "which, in concurrence 
with all other "Reaſons, ought.” to derermine 
che Intention of che Propheſy. enen 
When new the Sceptre of Juda appear- 
12 with ſo much Luſtre in David, it was a 
very proper Inſttuction, not to account” the 
temporal Power and Greatneſs of their 5 5 
ces, the full Accompliſhment of God's Pro 
mifes or of their Hopes or Eapettations 
from them; and that they ought not to place 
the Perfection of Religion in the Solemni 
and Splendor of ceremonial. Worſhip. Thee 
Cautions were more eſpecially uſeful at a 
Time, when the W Power and Pro- 


42 pajrick's Preface to Pſal. ex 


ſperity 


( 39 ) 
ſperity of their Princes, the Pomp and Order 
of their Worſhip, were greater than they ha 
ever been, either ſince the giving of the Law, 
or the firſt Promiſe. made to their Father, 
Abraham... What could ſerve more to keep, 
up a right Underſtanding of their own Law, 
and Intention of their Promiſes, than to put 
them in Mind, they were to hope for a 
greater Prince than David, and who himſelf 
ſhould be a Prieſt of a better. Order than Aa- 
ron, in whoſe Days they ſhould enjoy a more 
happy Government, and a better State of Re- 
ligion; that they might not aſcribe to their 
Ceremonies, a Virtue and Efficacy, they, 
were. never deſign'd ro have;, and however 
proper they. were for their preſent. State, to 
give: chem Hopes: of yet Better Things to come. 
There was beſides this, another 2 85 Pro- 
priety and Fitneſs of this Propheſy, if under- 
ſtood of the Meſſiah, which I conceive is not 
to be found in any other Senſe; or, A 27 
of it. The proſperous Days. of 
Solomon, were. ſoon to pats, over z TH 4 988 
was the Kingdom of Iſrael rent from Fudah, 
but the Calves of Dan and Bat hel were erect- 
ed againſt the Temple, of Feruſalem... : Theſe 


and other calamitous Circumſtances of the 


Fewiſh, Nation, both in Churoh and States 
might make them fear the Loſs of both, and 
give up all Care together with all Hope to 
prevent it: But if a Propheſy zin the maſt 


ware es State of their Goyernment and Re- | 
ee Aigian - 


* 


(4) 


lgion hall teach them to hope; chat What: 


ever may har pen in the mean Time, LE 
_ would affured Y raiſe up à greater Prince, 2 
better State of Government and Religion; 


chan they enjoy d in the moſt proſperous Days 


of David, this would greatly encourage theit 


Perſeveranice 3 in the true Faith and Worſhip 


of God, and hearten them in their religious 

Hopes, notwithſtanding they were to meet 

with many difheartning Difficulties. 
If we come down to the later Propheſies; 


we ſhall obſerve the ſame Fitneſs and Pro- 


priety, the ſatne Juſt Senſe and reaſoning of 
the next Prophets, if we underſtand their 
Prophefies'of the Meffah, when in any other 
View, they give a very low Meaning, hardly 
reconcilable ro the Occaſions of Prophely, ot 
Character of a Prophet. 

Thus to conſide the fererat Paſſages of 
Laab. 

Ifai. . 14. — ore the Lord himſelf. ball 


give 4 Sign: Behold, a Virgin ſball concei ve 
and 
nuel. 


ear a Son, and ſhall e his Name Imma- 


Iſal. ix. 6, 7. 2 unto us a Child is born, un 
thus a Son is given, and the Government ſhall be 
upon bis Shoulder; and his Name ſpall he called 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the' mighty' God, the 


everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace: 0 Fibre 
Increaſe of bis Government and Peace, © there 
ſhall de no End; upon the Throne of David, 
and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to oft 


liſt 


* (41 ) l 
liſh it with Fudgment and with Fuſtite; 
henceforth, 0. for ever. The Zeal of the 1 Lard 
of Hoſts will perform this. 

Hai xi. 1, 2. And there ſhall come "forth a 
Rod out of the Stem of Jefle, and a Branch fhall 
grow out of his Roots. And the Spiri 4 2 


Lord fhall reſt upon him, the Fuel of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, the 8 pirit of Counſel and 
Might, the Spirit 107 Knowledge, and of the Fear 
of the Lord, — 10. And in that Day there 
fall be a Root of Jeſſe, which ſhall fland for 
an Enfign of the People, to it ſhall the Gentiles 
feek, and his Reſt ſhall be glorious. 4 

Hai. xHi. 1. Behold my Servant whom I up 
hold, mine Elect in whom my Soul delighteth + T 


have put my Spirit upon him, he Gall bring 


forth Judgment to the Gentiles, ——6. J the 
Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs, | and 
will hold thine Hand, and will keep thee, a 


give thee for a Covenant F the People, for 4 


Light of the Gentiles. And once more, Ifai. 
li. 4, 5, 6. Hearken unto me my People, and 
give Ear unto me, O my Nation ! For a Law 
ſhall proceed from me, and I will make my 
Judgment to reſt for a Light of the People, my 
Righteoufneſs is near, my Salvation is gone forth, 

and mine Arm ſhall judge the People: The Iſles 
ſhall wait upon me, and on my Arm ſhall they 
truſt. Lift up your Eyes to the Heavens, and 


look upon the Earth beneath, for the Heavens 


- ſhall vaniſh away like Smoke, and the Earth 


ſhall wax cold like a Garment, and they that 


G dwelt 


( 42 ) 


dwell therein fhall die in like Manner, but my 
Salvation ſhall be for ever ; and my Righte- 


ouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſbed. 

It is very plain, the direct and manifeſt In- 
tention of theſe Propheſies of 1/aiah, moſt of 
which were in the 7072 of Hezekiah, was to 
encourage the Hopes of good Men, to ex- 


hort their firm Adherence to the true Religi- 


on and Worſhip of God, in Expectation of a 


ſure Protection and an eminent Salvation from 


God; whatever Cauſe they had to fear the 


Loſs of their Religion and Liberty, from the 


formidable Power and Invaſions of the AGH - 


rians. It was in the Times of theſe Prophe- 


fies, that Salmanaſſer King of Aſſyria quite 
deſtroy'd the Kingdom of Yael, and carried 
the ten Tribes into a Captivity, from whence 


they never return'd. Sennacherib his Succeſ— 
for threatned the Kingdom of Judab with a. 


like Deſtruction : When he ſent to perſwade 


Jeruſalem to a Surrender, he cautions them 


not to hearken to Hezekiah, who would make 
them truſt in the Lord, ſaying, the Lord 
will ſurely deliver us, Iſai. xxxvi. 15. The 
Prophet on the contrary encourages the Peo- 


le to truſt in the Lord on this Conſideration, 


ſal. xXxvii. 35. For T will defend this City 
to ſave it, for mine own ſake, and for my Ser- 
vant David's Sake. This Reaſon to hope for 
God's Protection is plainly taken, not onl 
from the Power of God, but alſo from the 
Faichfulneſs of God, and has reſpe& to ſome 
: Promiſe 
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Promiſe or Covenant, that more eſpeciall 
belonged to the Tribe of Fudab, and Family 
of David. „ 
I we ſuppoſe, which is very reaſonable 
from what we have already obſerved, that 
the Jeus had in general, a Notion of ſome 
Perſon of the Seed of Abraham, of the Tribe 
of Judab, of the Family of David, in whom 
not only their Nation, but all Nations ſhould 
be bleſſed, that the true Religion and Wor- 
ſhip of Gad ſhould be preferved among them- 
ſelves till his Appearance, and that at his 
Appearance the true Knowledge' and Wor- 
ſhip of God fhould be ſpread throughout the 
Heathen Nations; this will give a very proper 
Senſe to their former Propheſies, Beauty and 
Elegance to the Expreſſions of Propheſy in 
their own Times, and make them the moſt 
prope Arguments to anſwer the Intention of 
ropheſy, ta encourage their Hope and Truſt 
in God, their Perſeverance in true Religion, 
and Zeal for it, notwithſtanding their pre- 
ſent Fears and Diſcouragements, when they 
conſider who this Perſon is whom Propheſy 
repreſents, a Rod our of the Stem of eſſe, 
and a Branch growing out of his Roots. They 
may well truſt in the Bleſſing of ſuch a Perſon 
who was to be Immanuel, Wonderful, Coun- 
ſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace, when'of the In- 
creaſe of his Government and Peace, there 
ſhall be no End, when the Spirit of the _ 
S232 | 0 
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of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, of Counſel 


and Might, ſhall reſt upon him, when he 
. ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles; 
and this in Accompliſhment of God's Promiſe 
and Covenant, the determined and unchange- 
able Counſel of his Will, according to the 
Prophet's Expreſſion, Jai. xly. 23. J have 


ſworn by my ſe th WY: wird is gone out of my 
teouſneſs, 


Al in Rig and ſhall not return, 
that unto me every We ſhall bow, 71 
Tongue foal wear. On this Senſe of the 

Prophehies, good Men could greatly comfort 
themſelves, and affure their Hearts againſt 
all Fears, leaſt Idolatry ſhould prevail againſt 
the Knowledge of the one true God, and his 
true Worſhip and Religion, and cruſt that 
God would preſerve his Religion among his 
choſen People, till the true Religion ſhould 
become the Religion of all Nations; for ſuch 
a Bleſſing was to be brought to the World, by 
one of the Seed of Abraham, and Family of Da- 
vid, until whoſe Appearance, ; ſhould 
the Sceptre depart from Judah, nor a Law- 
giver from between his Feet. On the con- 
trary, how low are the Expreſſions, how 
weak and feeble the Encouragement, when 
theſe Prophecies are underſtood of Hezekiah, 
or any other Perſons sccafionally raiſed for their 
Protection, in Compariſon of that Force and 
Strength with which they appear, when un- 
derſtood to refer to One Perſon, in whom as 
the Meſſiab, all theſe Characters and Bleſſings 
Mould be united. The 


4 e 3 
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The fame View will ſhew the. great Pro- 


riety and Incouragement of the Propheſ) 
: er. xxiii. 5, 6. Bebold, the Days Am 
the Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a righ- 
tequs Branch, and a King ſhall ret 75 272 
and ſhall execute as an 


ice in the 
Earth, In bis 955 Judah l . aved, and 


Iſrael /hall dwell ſafely; and this is his Name, 
whereby be ſhall 4; called, The Lord our Righ- 


teouſneſs. This, and the other Propheſies of 


Feremiab are manifeſtly intended to ſupport 
the Faith of good Men in God, at a very ca- 
lamitous Time. After the Death of good Fo- 
fabi, Pharaoh depoſes his Son Jeboabax, 
and puts his Brother Eliakim or Jebotakim 
in his Place. He prov'd a wicked Prince : 
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon came againſt 
him, took him Priſoner, ſeized all the Trea- 
ſures of the Temple, and carried away all the 
Veſſels of the Houſe of the Lord to Babylon, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. Feboiakim on Submiſſion was 
continued in his Kingdom, but ſoon rebelli 
againſt the King of Babylon, loſt his Life. His 
Son Tehorachin, wicked as his Father, was 
ſoon forced to ſurrender himſelf and Family, 
and were carried captive to Babylon, together 
with the principal Perſons of the Nation, and 
all the Treaſures of the Houſe of rhe Lord, 
and the King's Houſe. Mattaniab, named Ze- 
dekiah, who was left in Fudea, very ſhortly, 
by his Wickedneſs and Rebellion, brought on 
his own Ruin, and with it the Deſtruction of 
the City and — | This 
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This was the unhappy State of David's Fa- 
mily, of the Nation and Religion of the Fews, 
at the Times of Feremiab's Propheſies. This 
Propheſy 1 in particular denounces a Woe unto 
the Iniquity of the Times, but promiſes for 
the Comfort of the few who remain'd faith- 
ful to God and their Religion, that he would yet 
protect and deliver them, and that by raiſing 
unto David a righteous Branch, a King who 
Should reign and proſper, in whoſe Day ; Judah 
Should be ſaved, and Iſrael dwell ſafely; and 
the Name whereby he ſhall be called, is heh, Lord 
our Righteouſneſs. 

Let us underſtand this Propheſy, encoura- 
ging the faithful religious Part of the People, 
to hope the Accompliſhment of a Promiſe 
made to their Father Abraham, to the Houſe 
of Judab, and Family of David, that God 
would raiſe up a Perſon who ſhould be a Bleſ- 
ſing to them, and all Nations of the Earth ; 
what Encouragement muſt it give them to 
hope, that though their preſent Calamities 
were a juſt Puniſhment for the Sins of the 
People, yet God would accompliſh his Pro- 
miſe and Covenant, this Perſon ſhould be 
their Righteouſneſs, reconcile them to the 
Favour of God, and bleſs them with an hap- 
pier Reign and better State of Religion, than 
in the moſt proſperous Days of David's Go- 
vernment: In this View every Expreſſion of 
this Propheſy is proper, elegant, inſtru- 
ive, and incouraging, and admirably ſuit- 
2 ed 
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ed to what, withour all Queſtion, was the prin- 
cipal Intention of the Propheſy it ſelf. It 
raiſes the Hope of good Men, and encourages. 


their Perſeverance in. the true Religion, in 


the moſt difficult Times, and under the ſtrong- 


eſt Temptations, ' in Hopes of the faithful 
Accompliſhment of a Promiſe on God's Part, 


that he would in due Time raiſe a Perſon of 


their Family and Nation, who ſhould protect 
the true Religion, fo as to cauſe it finally to 
prevail againſt Idolatry, and make it more 
proſperous and extenſive than it had ever been 
before: Whereas any other imaginable Senſe 


of this Propheſy, will fall as much below the 
Intention of the Propheſy, and the proper Uſe 
of it, as it will be ſhort of the proper Mean 


ing of the Expreſſions and obvious Senſe of 
the Deſcription, to apply it to Zerobabel, 


We come now to the Propheſies of Daniel, | 


od the ſame Reaſon will be found greatly 


to confirm their Application to the Meſiab, 
as a particular Perſon expected by the Church, 
in whom they and all Nations of the Earth 


ſhould be bleſs'd. 


I ſhall not digreſs ſo far from the preſent. 
Argument, as to enter upon the Proof that 


theſe Propheſies belong to Daniel, and the 
Times wherein he liv'd. This has been ſo 
well defended, and the Objections againſt it 
have been ſo fully anſwered, that nothing fur- 
ther need, I think, be added, to what has 
been already ſaid to that Argument. I would. 


only 


dd IE ol! 
only obſerve the Propriety * uſeful Inftrug- 
tion of theſe Propheſies, as applied to the 
Meſffah, above all other Applications of them. 
At this Time the City of Feru/alem and the 
Temple of God had lain long in Ruins ; the: 
People of God had been many Years in Cap- 
tivity, nor was there any Proſpect of the End 
of their Troubles, or of the Reſtoration of 
their Nation or Religion; however Daniel 
and Other truly religious Perfons were encou- 
raged to hope for it from former Propheſies. 
To confirm this Hope, Daniel ſaw in the Night 
Vifons, and behold one libe the Son of Man, 
came in the Clouds of Heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought him near 
before him, and there was given him Dominion, 
and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all People, 
Nations and Languages ſhould ſerve him : His 
Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion which 
ſhall not paſs away, and his Kingdom that which 
ſhall not be deſtroy d, Dan. vii. 13, 14. And 
again, Chap. ix. 24, &c. Seventy Weeks: 
are determined upon thy People, and upon thy 
holy City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and to 
make an End of Sins, and to make Reconciliati- 
on for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
Raghteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſio and 
Propheſy, and to anoint the moſt holy. Know 
therefore, and underſ/and, that from the going 
forth of the Commandment to reſtore and build 
up Jeruſalem unto the Mefliah the Prince, ſhall 
be ſeven Weeks, and threeſcore and two Weeks, 
; the 


1 


the Street ſhall be built again, and the Mall 


even in troublous Times. And after threeſcore 


and two Weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not 
for himſelf; and the People of the Prince that 
ſhall come ſhall deſtroy the City and the Sanctus 
ary, and the End thereof Jhall be with'a Flood, 
and unto the End of the War Deſolations are 
determined. And he ſhall confirm the Covenant 
with many for one Week; and in the midſ 

of the Week he ſhall cauſe the Sacrifice and the 

Ollation fo ceaſe, and for the over ſpreading 
of Abominations, he ſhall make it deſolate, even. 


until the Conſummation, and that determined. 


ſhall be poured upon the Deſolate. 
The Subſtance of this Conſolation, and En- 
couragement to the Faith and Hope of rhe 
Church, appears manifeſtly in general, to this 
Purpoſe : That notwithſtanding the preſenr 
evil Condition of the Church, yer God would. 
raiſe up ſome Perſon to Dominion, Glory, and 
a Kingdom, which ſhould remain for ever, 
and never be deſtroy'd. This Perſon is point- 
ed out under the Characters of Meſfiab the 
Prince, who ſhould make an End of Sins, 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity, bring in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and ſeal up the Vi- 
fon and Propheſy. This Promiſe was not to 
be underſtood of the Reſtoration of the City, 
and Temple; there was to be a determined 
Space of Time, from the going forth of the 
Commandment to reſtore and build Feruſalem 
into Mefiah the Prince, at which determined 
H Tims 
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Time he ſhould cauſe the Sacrifice and Oblation * 
to ceaſe, and confirm the Covenant with many 
or bring in a more Catholick Inſtitution of Re- 
ligion, according to the diſtinguiſhing Chara- 
&er of this Promiſe, in former Propheſies. 
Now, though the Reſtoration of the City and 
Temple, which was ſooner to be accompliſh- 
ed, might be a great Encouragement to the 
Faith and Hope of the Church, in its preſent 
melancholy State ; yet nothing could be more 
fit and proper than to join with it the Pro- 
miſe of ſuch a Bleſſing as the Męſſiab was to 
be; eſpecially if it ſhall be conſider'd, in Con- 
formity to other Promiſes, the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing of the Church, which God had often con- 
firmed, and which he would ſurely accom- 
pliſh. This gave Heart and Courage under 
the Difficulties that attended the Return of 
the Captivity, and under all the grievous Per- 
ſecutions and Oppreſſions the Church was to 
ſuffer after its Re-eſtabliſhment. The Time 
of the Meſiab's appearing, was now brought 
to a near Period : This gave great Encourage- 
ment to reſtore the Worſhip of the true God, 
and faithfully adhere ro it, when the ſame 
Promiſe contain'd the Reſtoration of the 
Church, and its Preſervation, to the coming 
of the Meſſiah. 5 
Such Application of theſe Propheſies makes 
both the Reſtoration and the Continuance of 
the Church, as ſure as the Promiſe of the Mef= 
fab, and gs a very proper Encouragement to 


hope 
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hope for it, to endeavour, and to aſſiſt it, in 
all proper ways. Had there been only a De- 
cree of the Kings of Babylon for the Return of 
the Captivity, many might have been prevail- 
ed upon to fear it would either be recalled, 
or meet with ſuch Oppoſition as to render it 
ineffectual ; and ſo have been tempted to ſtay 
with their Brethren, who choſe to remain in 
Peace, though in an idolatrous Country, ra- 
ther than return to their Land, and Worſhip 
of the true God, with ſo great Danger and 
Diſcouragement. 

| Befides the Application of this Propheſy to 
ſome particular Perſon, who was to appear 
with all the Characters mentioned in it, was 
for that Reaſon alſo, a very great Encourage- 
ment to the Faith, Hope, and Patience of the 


Church: The Expectation of a Prince, who 


was to receive from God the Sovereign Lordof 
the World a moſt powerful Dominion, and 
everlaſting Kingdom, who was to bring in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and fully reconcile 
the Church to God's Favour and Bleſſing, a 
Perſon ſo authorized, and ſo qualified as God's 
anointed, mult give aſſured Hope of the good 
and proſperous State of the Church, under his 
Protection. 

This is a Senſe ſo full and proper to the 


plain Intentions of the Propheſies, ſo inſtru- 


ctive and uſeful to the Church, in the then 
State of Religion, that it goes for to prove 
it is the true Senſe and Meaning of them; 
| 2 and 
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and it will be greatly confirm d, by confider- 
ing how low, how improper, how trifling the 
other Senſes Men have invented for them, ap- 
pear, in Compariſon with this. 

Can any one conceive, with a late Author w, 
e That the Son of Man, who receiv'd, from 
<« the Ancient of Days, Dominion, Glory, and 
a Kingdom, which was to be an everlaſting 
Dominion, and a Kingdom never to be de- 
ſtroy'd, was intended to ſignify the Roman 
« Kingdom?” And who can believe it for 
ſuch a Reaſon as this; * Thar it was very 
te poſſible that the Jews might, in the Time 
* when the Book of Daniel was wrote, be of 
* that Sentiment, which it appears ' Foſephus 
« was of, viz. char God had left the Fews, 
*© and was gone over to the Romans”. How 
fit, hoyg proper to the Deſign of this Prophe- 
ſy, how inſtructive, how uſeful to the Church, 
in their State, ſuch a Senſe of theſe Propheſies 
will appear, let every Man judge, who can 
but conceive ſuch an Author as Daniel wrote 
common Senſe. | 

Who can, with the fame Author, conceive 
it is a genſe moſt fit and proper to the Inten- 
tion of this Propheſy, very inſtructive and 
uſeful to the then State of the Church, to un- 
derſtand, e Thar to anoint the moſt Holy, 
«© was to anoint the Holy of Holies, or to ſet 


up an High Prieſt, and . Worſhip ? 
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© A Senſe abſolutely irreconcileable to the 
«© whole of the Propheſy ; which makes ſeal- 
ing up the Viſion, and Propheſy, and anoint- 
e ing the moſt Holy, whatever its true Mean- 
« ing may be, a very different Thing and 
« Time from rebuilding Feruſalem, and reſto- 
ring the Temple, and Temple Worſhip.” 

Who can, in like Manner, conceive with the 
ſame. Author, that it is a proper Senſe of this 
Propheſy, or an uſeful Inſtruction, ſuited to 
any Deſign of it, * That this Meſiab the 
e Prince, ſhould ſometimes ſignify the Me/- 
ce fab Prince Cyrus, at other Times the Meſji- 
« ah Prince Judas Macchabeus; and yet that, | 
« in the ſame Propheſy, the Meffiah to be cut I 
« off, ſhould be, after all, the Prieſt Mefiah, | 
« that is, Onias, the High Prieſt * ?”' | 

A bare Compariſon of theſe Senſes together, 
is ſufficient, I think, ro ſhew which is the 
moſt proper, where Perſons can but believe the 
Author had any Senſe or Meaning at all in his 
Expreſſions. | ©. 

I enter not into the ſeveral Explications gi- 
ven by learned Men, of the Times mentioned 
in this Propheſy, when it was to begin, and 
when to end, I would however beg leave to 

make one ſhort Remark by the by; that tho 
they have ſhewn much Learning, I queſtion 
whether they have ſhewn quite as much Diſ- 
cretion, in being ſo poſitive in their ſeveral 


P Ibid. p. 177. * Ivid p. 183. 
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Compurations. It may be worth Inquiry, whe- 
ther the Propheſy it ſelf has not, for wiſe and 
proper Reaſons, deſign'd there ſhould be no 
preciſe and poſitive Computation ? There 
were four Decrees concerning the Reſtoration 
of the City and Temple of Feru/alem ; one by 
Cyrus, another by Darius, and two by Artax- 
erxes; but the Propheſy does not preciſely de- 
termine which of them we are to begin our 
Reckoning from, There is a Difference be- 
tween . Chaldean and Julian Years; yet the 
Propheſy does not determine which we are 
to reckon by. The Chronology of the Perfian 
| King is far from Certainty and Exactneſs; 
nor does any Part of Scripture ſettle it. All 
theſe Conſiderations together muſt, I think, 
leave ſome Latitude of Computation; and, it 
ſeems to me, this it {elf was fit to ſerve very 
wiſe Ends, to excite the Study and Prayers of 
good Men. This was the very Caſe and the 
Improvement Daniel made of it, with Re- 
ſpect to the Propheſy of Feremiab, which de- 
termined the Time of the Captivity, and how 
long it was to continue. This might more- 
over ſerve to prevent the ill Deſigns of wic- 
ked Men. An Attempt of Herod, againſt the 
Life of Jeſus, would have been much more 
dangerous than it was, had Herod been able to 
calculate to a preciſe Year, when a Perſon 
ſhould be born, who, he ſhould think, wascome 
to depoſe him, and to whom, unleſs he could 
timely prevent it, he ſhould apprehend he 

muſt 


= --- 7, 
muſt give up his Crown: Nor was it neceſſa- 
ry that this Propheſy, as a Prediction of Time, 
ſhould be preciſely computed to a few Years; 
ſince in all Computations, the Time of the Ap- 
pearance of Jeſus in the World, falls in ſuf- 
ficiently with it : So that the Perſon deſigned 
in the Propheſy, being pointed out by many 
other Characters, cannot be miſtaken, al- 
though the very particular Near in which he 
was to appear, was not aſcertain'd ; and yet 
the Period of Time is, moreover, ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed by many other great and important 
Circumſtances concurring with it, that the 
Time it ſelf is ſtill determin d beyond all Danger 
of Miſtake, when it was to be accompliſhed, 
any /mall Uncertainty of Chronological Calcu- 
lation notwithſtanding. 

In every Way of Computation, it is ſo near 
Certainty, that it is much more ſo than the hi- 
florical Succeſſions of either the Perſiaus, the 
Greeks, or the Romans, in the very ſame Pe- 
riod of Time ; and, one would think, it was 
a ſufficient Exactneſs, in the Chronology of 
Propbeſy, if, upon the Whole, ir came out 
with as much Certainty as the Chronology of 
Hiſtory ; and when that Certainty was fully 
ſufficient to anſwer all the Ends of the Prophe- 
ſy. It is therefore a very unreaſonable and un- 
fair Repreſentation a late Author gives of this 
Propheſy, as if it was to make the Angel ſpeak 
thus to Daniel, * From the Time of the 
| Scheme of Lit. Froph. Pag. 178. 

| « put- 
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ec putting forth of the Edict by Iknownot what 
« King, in I know not what Year, ſhall, be 
te reckon'd ſeventy Weeks before a new De- 
e ſtruction of the City; which Deſtruction 
« is to happen I know not when”. For after 
all, is it reaſonable, or fair, ro repreſent a 
Time ſo uncertain, as our Author does this 
Propheſy ; which, with all its Uncertainty 
of different Computation, 18 ſufficiently deter- 
min'd within the Compaſs of a few Years, and 
further ſo determined by many other Circum- 
ſtances, that none who are diſpoſed to find it 
out, are in Danger of miſtaking it ; and final- 
ly, when a more preciſe Determination was 
neither neceſſary nor proper, for many wiſe and 
e Reaſons ? 


We come now to the laſt Period of Pro pheſy, 
in the Times after the Return from the Cap- 


tivity : Let us conſider a Paſſage in each of 


the Prophets of this Period. 

The Prophet Haggai thus encourages and 
exhorts the People, who returned with Zerub- 
babel, into their Land, to rebuild the City and 
Temple, and reſtore the Worſhip of the true 


God. Hag. ii. 4, &c. Let now be ſtrong, O Zerub- 


babel, ſaith the Lord; and be ſtrong, O Joſhua, 
Son of Joſedech the High Prieſt, and be ſtrong 
all ye People of the Land, ſaith the Lord, and 
work; for JI am with you, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. According to the Word that I covenant- 
ed with you when Je came out of Egypt, /o my 
Spirit 
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yer remaineth among you: Fear ye not. For 
bus ſaith the Bord of Hoſts, Net once, it is 4 
little while, and I will ſhake the Heavens, and 
the Earth, and the Sea, and the dry Lond, 
And I will pate all Nations; and the Defire 
of all Nations ſhall come, and I will fill this 
Houſe with Glory, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. The 
Silver is mine, and the Gold is mine, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of this latter Houſe 
fall be greater than of the former, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts; and in this Place will IT give 
Peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. * 
Many of thoſe who returned to the holy 
Ciry, under the Condu& of Zerubbabel, firſt 
Prince of the Blood, and Joſbua, a Deſcen- 
dant of Aaron, as their High Prieſt, ſet chear- 
fully about the Work at firſt, gave B 
towards rebuilding the Temple; yet the Work 
was ſoon put to a Stop, and continued fo all 
the Days of Cyrus, even to the Reign of Da- 
rius. After this long Intermiſſion, the Peo- 
ple is however exhorted to ſet about finiſhing 
the Temple, with more Care and Diligence. 
It was yet a great Diſcouragement to ſome, 
who had been acquainted with the Glory of 
the former Temple of Solomon, to think the 
Temple they were now about finiſhing, would 
come very far ſhort of it. The expreſs and 
direct Intention therefore of this Propheſy, is 
to encourage both the Prince, the Prieſts, 
and the People, to go on with their Work, 
and to expect, from the ſure Promiſe of God, 
N A 
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a more glorious and proſperous State of Reli- 


gion in that Temple they were building, than 
their Forefathers had in all the Riches of So- 
lomon's Temple, and Glory of the Temple 
Service, in its moſt proſperous Times. 


Now if the Glory with which God promi- 


ſes to fill this Houle, as the Deſire of all Na- 


tions, ſhall come; and as God would give 


Peace in that Place, or ſend the Meſſenger or 
Prince of Peace into this Temple, be applied 
to the Mefiah, who, during this State and 
Period of Religion, ſhould come, and bring the 
greateſt Bleſſings of God to the Church; no- 
thing could poſſibly be a more fit and proper 
Argument to the Deſign of this Propheſy, 
more uſefully inſtructing, or more encourage- 


ing to Prince, Prieſts and People, under all 


cheir Diſcouragements: And, as the Time 
was drawing near, when a better and more 
Catholick State of Religion was to take Place, 
it was a very proper and uſeful Inſtruction, 
that the true Glory of Religion did not conſiſt 
in the Riches and Beauty of a magnificenc 
Building. This confirmed the Hope of good 
Men in a Blefling that ſhould exceed what 


had yet been ever enjoy'd in the greateſt Glory 


of their firſt Temple; and was of much great- 
er Value than all the Riches and Ornaments 
of it. This further prepared their Minds for 
that better State of Religion the Mefjiah was to 
introduce: This Preſence of the Meſjab 
ſhould be the moſt glorious Shechinah and 
Sup- 
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Supply, what was wanting in this ſecend Tem- 
ple; though they wanted the Ark of the Co- 
venant, the Fire from Heaven, the holy Oil, 
the Oracle of Urim and Thummim, and the 
Cloud of Glory, How fit was it to encourage 
them, and raiſe their Minds to nobler Senti- 
ments of Religion, to purer Notions of Wor- 


ſhip ; and not to place the principal Glory of 


Religion, in the Magnificence, Ornaments, and 
Riches of a Temple, and Forms of Worſhip. 
There is, moreover, in this Application, one 
Propriety of very great Conſequence, to keep 
up a Caution againſt a dangerous Prejudice, in 
Favour of the perpetual Obligation of their 
Law and Worſhip, by inſtructing them, that 
in the moſt glorious State of 'their Church, 
_ When the Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be 


greater than the former, the Deſire of all Nations 


ſhall come, the Lord of Hoſts will give Peace, 
and all Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſ- 
ſed in him. This therefore is to be aceounted a 
greater Bleſſing than the greateſt Riehes of 
their Temple, or Ornaments of their Temple 
Service; and the State of Religion, when the 
Nations ſhould be received into the Church, a 
more perfect Inſtitution than the preſent. A 
Senſe and Meaning of this Propheſy, ſo uſeful 
and inſtructive, ſo fit and proper to the evi- 
dent Deſign and principal Intention of it, ſure 
deſerves to be preferred to any other Senſe, 
that is either ſo looſe and undetermined; as to 
mean I know not what, or is abſolutely incon- 

T2 ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the State of this latter Houſe, in 
Compariſon. with the former, and the unani- 
mous Sentiments of the ancient Jewiſb 
Church; who, as the learned Grotius obſer ves, 
expected che coming of the Metab during the 
ſecond Temple, till the Deſtruction of ir, made 
them invent a new Senſe for this Propheſy. 
Ibis Application will be further confirmed, 
if we add to it, the parallel Pro 9 of his 
contemporary Prophet Zecbariab. Zech. vi. 
11, &c. Take Silver and Gold, and make 
Crowns, and ſet them upon the Head of Jo- 
ſhua, tbe Son of Joſedech the High Prieſt; and 
ſpeak unto him, Jaying, Thus ſpeaketh the Lord 
of Hoſts, ſaying, Behold the Man whoſe Name 
7s the Branch, and he ſhall grow up out of his 
Place, and he ſhall build the Temple of the 
Lord: Even be. ſhall build the Temple of the 
Lord, and he ſhall bear the Glory, and ſhall fit 
and rule upon his Throne, and he ſhall be a 
Prieſt upon his Throne, and the Counſel 0 
Peace fhall- be between them both. And the © 
Crowns ſhall be to Helem, and to Tobyab, and 
to Jedajah, and to Hen the Son of Zephaniah 
for a Memorial in the Temple of the Lord. And 
they. that are afar of ſhall come and build in the 
Temple of the Lord, and ye ſhall know that the 
Lord of Hoſts bath ſent me unto yo. 1 
As theſe Propheſies were contemporary, ſo 
were their Propheſies very near at the ſame 
Time, as well as on the ſame Occaſion ; both 
in the ſecand Year of Darius Haggai i. I. 


Zech. 


him, that he ſhall be a Prieſt upon his Throne, 


(61) 
Zech, i, 1, and in that Year they were ſo near, 
as the twenty firſt of the ſeventh. Month, and 
the twenty fourth of the eleventh Month, 
Haggai ii. 1. Zecb. i. 7 $0 that theſe two 
Prophets are the beſt Interpreters of each o- 
ther, and may both be underſtood to have the 
ſame Meaning, as they both propheſied upon 
the ſame Occaſion, as well as at the ſame 
Time, If then it ſhould be ſaid, that the De- 


fire of all Nations does not neceſſarily mean 


4 Perſon; but may be underſtood of the defire- 
able or the precious Things of all; Nations 
and that Peace may be underſtood of outwerd 
Bleſſings, as well as of a particular Perſon z yet 
ſure the Man, whoſe Name ts the Branch, muſt 
mean à Perſon, and he who ſhalt build tbe 
Temple of the Lord, who ſhall bear the Glory, 
who ſhall /t and rule upon his Thrane, and 


who ſhall be a Prieſt upon his Throne, muſt be 
2 Perſon, As then the Intention and Argu- 


ment of both Propheſies are the ſame, there is 
ſufficient Reaſon to convince any unprejudiced 
Man, they ſpeak both of the ſame Bleſſings, 
and therefore both of one Perſon, 

' . Beſides, it ſeems evident that Zecharzah, by 
the Name he gives to the Perſon he ſpeaks of, 
The Branch; and the Deſcription he gives of 


8 


alludes to former Propheſies, in which God 
had promiſed a Bleſſing under the ſame Name, 
and with the ſame Deſcription in the Name 
of the Branch, to the Propheſy of  {/arab 
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i 1, 3, &c. and 3 in the Deſcription of a Prieſt 


upon his Throne, to Fſal. cx. which has begn 
cònſider d at large before. As then this Pro- 


Load ſpeaks of a Perſon, and in fuch Eepter 


fons as plainly refer to former Propheſies, 


the ſame Reaſons that ſhow the Propriety of 
applying them to the Meſab, will ſhew the 
Fitneſs and Propriety of applying this to him 
alſo ; more eſpecially what we Have juſt ob- 
ſerved: of the Propriety of applying the Pro- 
pheſy of Haggai to the Meſſiah, will juſtify 
the Application of a Propheſy to the ſame 
Perſon,” which was on the ſame Occaſion, 
of the ſame Argument, at the fame Time, and 
ro the very fame Perfons., 

The laſt Prophet is Malachi, with whom 
Prophely was ſealed up, till Jeſus appeared, 
teaching himſelf to be that Prophet, who 
was forecold in all the Series of Propheſy, 


throughout the Law and the Prophets. In 


this Prophet we have two Paſſages, which 
I would obferve as direct literal Propheſies, 
applicable to the Meſiab. 

Mal. iti. 1, 2, 3. Behold, I 3 my Meſſenger, 
and he ſhall prepare the W ay before me; and the 
Lord whom ye feek ſhall ſuddenly come to bis 
Temple, even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, 
hom ye delight in; behold, he ſhall come, ſaith 
the Lord of "Hoſts, But who may abide the Day 
of bis Coming? And who ſhall ſtand when he 
appeareth? For be is like a Refiner's Fire, and 
like Fuller's Sope. And he ſhall fit as a Refiner 


and 
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and Purifier of Silver; and be ſhall purify the 


Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold nd Site 


ver, that they may offer unto the Lo dan Of 
Mal. iv. 1, 2. For bebold, the: Day nah. 
that ſhall burn as an Oven, and all the Proud,” 
yea, and all that do wickedly ſhall be $ tubble, 
and the Day that cometh ſhall burn them up, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them + 
neither Root nor Branch. But unto you that. 
fear, my Name, ſhall the | Su un of Righteouſ<. 
ne ariſe with Healing in bis Wings; and ye 
Jos g⁰ Faul, * * up, as Calves of FRE, 
(6: 
"Though we cannot aſſign he pretile Time 
of this Propheſy, yet we know ſo much from 


its particular Circumſtances, as will ſufficient- 


ly direct us to the true Senſe and Meanin 

of it. It was after rebuilding the ſecond 
Temple; for he ſpeaks of the 'Temple as now - 
in being; and alludes, 'in - many Paſlages, to 
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the Worſhip of. the true God, as now per- 


formed in it; but it was alſo at a Time of 


great Degeneracy and Corruption. He char- 
ges Prieſts and People with great Miſcarria- 


ges; and theſe fo agreeable to the Miſcarriages 


mentioned in Nehemiah, that there is great 


Reaſon to fix this Propheſy to ſome Time of 
his Government. He received his Commiſ- 


ſion to ſucceed Exra, 20th Artaxerxes, about 
440 Years before Chriſt, and 30 after the De- 


dication of the ſecond Temple. tis, 
| | | This 
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This Propheſy is plainly: deſigned to con- 
firm the foregoing Propheſies concerning che 
Lord, whom they expected to come into his 
Temple, the Meſſenger of the Covenant; in» 
whom they delighted; but it repreſents this 
Day as a terrible Day to the Wicked; fof the 
Deſign of his coming, is to fit as 4 Refiner, to 
purify the Sons of Levi, and purge them as 
Gold and Silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an Offering in Righteouſneſs, When 
this Day cometh, it ſhall burn as an Oven ; and 
all the Proud, yea, and all that do wickediy, 
ſhall be as Stubble, and the Day that cometh. 
ſhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
that it ſhall leave them neither Root nor Branch ; 

but to the Righteous, to him that feareth the 
Name of God; and ſerves him, it ſhall be a 1 
Day of great Bleſſing; but unto you that fear 
my Name, ſpall the Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe + 
with Healing in his Wings; and ye ſhall go 
forth, and grow up as Calves of the Stall. 
If ve underſtand this Meſſenger of the Co- 
venant, and the Day of his coming, of the 
Meſfiah, and the Time of his Appearance, 
we have a clear Doctrine, a proper Exhorta- 
tion, and a very uſeful Inſtruction; it makes 
the Expectation of that great Bleſſing, and the 
Accompliſhment of the Prophefics relating to 
it, an Encouragement to the Righteous, and a 
Caution to the Wicked; and wiſely obviates a _. | & 
very dangerous Miſtake, which Men of corrupt 
Minds would be very apt to entertain, that 
. : the 
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the coming of the Meſrab would be their Blef 
fing and Happineſs, though they continued in 
the Evil of their Ways, and in their Miſcar- 
riages: In this View it is an Exhortation moſt 
proper to the State of the Church, and in- 
forced on the moſt powerful” Principles; it 
moſt effectually removes thoſs Prejudices 
which were likely to keep up their falſe 
Hopes of Security and Favour with God, not- 
withſtanding their Iniquities. 
This is a Conſideration of far greater Weight, 
8 ap 5 this Propheſy to the Meſſab, than the 
ion of a late Author, to ſhew ſuch Ap 
plcaion improper : He obſerves*, ce The Ex- 
2 relate to the Eftabliſhment of the 
Worſhip; and are inconſiſtent, he 

1 A. with the Deſign of Jeſus; who came 
ce ro put an End to the Temple, and deſttoy 
the very Notion of the Neeeſſity of ſueh a 
« Place; and to ſet up a new Form of Wor- 
« ſhip, different Fro, the 2 and fur- 
« ther, to deſtroy the Fewiſb Prieſthood, and 
* not to reform it, by rendering it conform- 
« able to the primitive Plan of Me. This 
Author, who is well aware he is not able to 
juſtify a different Interpretation of this Pro- 

pheſy, by any Event, by naming any Petſon 
who appeared ro reform the Jeuiſb Church, 
agreeable to the primitive Plan of Moſes, ob- 
ferves, * He is not concerned to name che 


eee kao, 14. th 
| K | Per- 


(66) 


« Perſons intended by the Prophet, or to find 
« out Meanings for the Propheſies, or to make 
« thoſe Meanings to be fulfilled.” The true 
Reaſon of which Ovſervarion is plain enough. 
I would only obſerve, that he ſeems to allow, 
if they do not mean the Meſſiah, he is content 
they ſhould have no Meaning at all. However, 
he is pretty poſitive, from this - Objection, 
e that this Propheſy does, moſt clearly, not 
« relate to the Meſiah,” Strange! that a 
Man of Senſe ſhould be ſo poſitive, where his 
Reaſons are ſo very ſuperficial ! Is it neceſſary, 
that when any Perſon uſes any Expreſſions, 
taken from the Few:/þ Worſhip, that they 
muſt be underſtood literally of the Temple 
Service and Worſhip of the Meſaical Inſtitu- 
tion ? Does not every one know, ' that. the 
Chriſtian Worſhip, long ſince the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution, is expreſſed often by the ſame 
Terms ? And are not Praiſe, and the Works of 
Righteouſneſs, and the other Parts of natural 
Religion, properly called Offerings, in the 
Writings of the Prophets, without any Co- 
lour of Reaſon to underſtand them of the 
Offerings of the Levitical Prieſthood ? Be- 
ſides, it is a great Miſtake, to confine the Meſ- 
ſenger of the Covenant, to the Covenant of 
Levi ; for there was a more ancient Covenant 
with Abraham; according to which, all the 
Nations of the Earth were to be bleſſed in his 
Seed. Upon the whole, as there is no Rea- 
ſon to confine theſe Expreſſions to the _ 

ca 
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cal Prieſthood and Covenant, ſo, in this Ap- 


plication of the Propheſy, we have no Event, 
no Meaning left us to the Prophefy ; but 


when we apply it to the Meſiab, we have a 


plain Meaning, an uſeful Doctrine, ſuitable 


to the Deſign of the Propheſy; and verified in 


a great and remarkable Event: Which there- 
fore of theſe Applications ought to be prefer- 
ed, I ſhall leave to every fair Judgment to 
determine. | ws hs 


SHE RFI HITS RI SO 
Of Typ CAL PROPHESIES. 
ET us now, though more briefly, conſi- 
der the ſecond Sort of Propheſies, which 


were diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Typical 
Prophefies : By this Sort of Propheſies I un- 


derſtand all ceremonial and ſymbolical Repre- 


ſentations and Deſcriptions; the Senſe of 
which is to be underſtood by what appears to 
be the Meaning of thoſe Ceremonies, or to be 
intended by thoſe Symbols. We OO pl 
There are many Paſſages of this Sort in the 
ſacred prophetical Books of the Old Teſtament. 
The whole Ceremonial Law is very much of 
this Kind, and may well be ranked in 7hzs Sort 
of Propheſy. The Law among the Fews had 
2 the 
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thereby to ſecure their own Privilegęes in God's 
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the firſt Place among their ſacred. Books z and 

by their unanimous Judgment, Was eſteemed 

in the higheſt Degree of Propheſy. Vet the 

Law was not accounted amon No the Prophe- 
e 


flies of direct and expreſs Prediftion : How 
then is it to be conſidet d? According to its 
true Intention and Ends, whatever they ſhall 
ſufficiently appear to be, If we take the Law 
in one n View, as a Fence againſt the 
idolatrous Cuſtoms of the Narions bordering 
on the Jeuiſb State; or as containing a Reve- 
lation from God, directing how that Church 
was to ſerve and worſhip God; the Prophe- 
fies of the Law will then be Propheſies of Di- 
rection; or Directions teaching the Church 
by and with the Authority of Pro heſy, how to 
avoid Temptations to Idolatry, a to wor- 
ſhip the one true God acceptably; and hov- 


peculiar Protection and Bleſſing: And thus 
theſe Propheſies, as they direct the ſure Means 
of their Preſervation, ſoretel the Continuance 
of their Bleſſings. 

But theſe Propheſies of the Law have alſo 
another plain Defien and Intention : Every 
Ceremony, almoſt, of the Law, was intended 
for ſome moral Inſtruction. The Circumci- 
ſion of the Fleſh thus taught the Circumciſion 
of the Heart; the Purifications of the Fleſh, 
intended to teach Purity of Mind, and purging 
the Conſcience from dead Works; ; and ſo the 
prophetick SPirit! it felt, on various Occaſions, 
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the firſt Place amang their ſacred. Books; and, 
by their unanimous Judgment, was eſteemed 
in the higheſt Degree of Propheſy. Vet the 
Law was not accounted among the Prophe- 
lies of dire and expreſs Prediction: How 
then is it to be conſider d? According to its 
true Intention and Ends, whatever they ſhall 
ſufficiently appear to be. If we take the Law 
in one — wy View, as a Fence againſt the 

idolatrous Cuſtoms of the Nations bordering 
on the Jewiſb State; or as containing a Reve- 
lation from God, directing how that Church 
was to ſerve and worſhip God; the Prophe- 
ſies of the Law will then be Propheſies of Di- 
rection; or Directions teaching the Church 
by and with the Authority of Propheſy, how to 
avoid Temptations to Idolatry, how to wor- 
ſhip the one true God acceprably ; and how 


thereby to ſecure their own Privileges in God's 


peculiar Protection and Bleſſing: And thus 


| theſe Propheſies, as they direct the ſure Means 


of their Preſervation, ſoretel the Continuance 
of their Bleſſings. 

But theſe Propheſies of the Law have alſo 
another p/ain Deſgn and Intention : Every 
Ceremony, almoſt, of the Law, was intended 
for ſome moral Inſtructiot. The Circumci- 
ſion of the Fleſh thus taught the Circumciſion 
of the Heart; the Purifications of the Fleſh, 
intended to teach Purity of Mind, and purging 
the Conſcience from dead Works ; ; and ſo the 
prophetick Spirit it felt, on various Occaſions, 
ex- 


6625 
explained che Meaning of it. This Meaning of 
the Ceremonal Law directed good Men what 
they were ta intend in the Worſhip of God 
over and above the Ceremony and outward 
As far, moreover, as this Law was a Sha. 
dow. of good Things to come, or expreſſad any 
Thing relating to a purer State of future Wor- 
ſhip, in the ſame Manner in which it taught 
\ | preſent moral Inſtruction, it was properly a 

Prediction of ſuch future State of the Church, 

in a Typical Reprefeatien, though not in di- 

rect and litera Expreſſions. It is not to be 
wonder'd at, that the Law, contained in the 

ſacred Books of Propheſy, ſhould have 2 

Ends and Intentions than one: Three of theſe 

1 Meanings are very plain, a Fence againſt Ido- 
latry, a Direction of acceptable religious Wor- 

ſhip, aſſuring the peculiar Favour and Bleſſing 

of God, and preſent moral and religious Inſtru- 

| tion. What good Reaſon then can forbid ano- 

ther Deſign, equally agreeable to the wiſe and 

kind Intention of giving the Law ? If the Ce- 
il. remony of anoincing with Oil might ſignify, in 
preſent moral Inſtruction, anointing with the 

Spirit of Holineſs, why might it not prefigure 
anointing with the Holy Ghoſt in Times to 
come ? And why, in like Manner, might not if 
the entring of the High Prieſt into the Holy "= 
of Holies, be intended to. prefigure the En- 
trance of the Mejjah into Heaven, the true 
Holy of Holies, of which the moſt holy 
2 1 Place 
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Place was generally underſtood. to be a sym- 
your 
Nod wits this Method even of Prediction un- 
comibon, on many Occaſions, in the ſacred pro- 
pheuck Books. Whether you will call it Typi- 
Lal, Symbolical, or Allegorical, it is no Re- 
ptoach to the Manner of Propheſy, or any In- 
confiſtency with the Deſign of Propheſy. The 
Prophet Jeremiah is order d to foretel the Pu- 
niſhment of Judab and Jeruſalem for their 
Pride, by ſuch a typical Prediction, Jer. xiii. 
As his Girdle was marred by the River Eu- 
phrates, 2 the Word of the Lord came to bim, 
Jahing, Thus ſaith the Lord, after this Manner 
i mar the Pride of Judah, and the great 
Pride of Jeruſalem: We have another Pro- 
heſy of the ſame Kind, Chap. xyiii. in which, 
y the Symbol of a V. efſel, marred in the Hands 
of a Potter, and made again into another Veſſel, 
the Prophet teaehes the Power of God, to 
ſave, or to deſtroy; and foretels when a Na- 
tion has Cauſe to hope for Protection, or to 
fear Deſtruction. Of the ſame Nature is the 
Propheſy of Ezekzel, Chap x. where the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem i is foretold by a ſymbo- 
lical Viſion of @ Cherub, filling his Hand with 
Coats of Fire, from between the Cherubim, and 


Feattering them over the City, As the Inſtan- 
ces of this Sort of Propheſy are very many, I 
ſhall mention but one more; the Manner of 
God's dwelling in the Temple, in the Glory, 
or 1. maths which ſeems to be one of the 


moſt 
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moſt conſiderable figurative or ſymbolical 
We nn in the whole Few!/ Law. 
By this Symbol of the divine Preſence, there. 
were ſeveral Things deſign d to be repreſented, 
to the Church: The Majeſty. of God, his Pre- 
ſence with that People, in a Manner more pe- 
culiar than with other Nations of the Earth, 
his Readineſs to accept their religious Wor- 
ſhip; and to bleſs them with his Favour and 
Protection, the Rèxverence with which they 
were to approac iti Preſence of God, the 

Direction of all their Worſhip. of God to chis, 
Place of his Habitation, and an Expectation 
of all Bleſſing from God, thus dwelling, 
among them were a eaſy to be underſtood, „ 
and plainly intimated in this repreſentation of i 
| | God's Preſence in his Temple. This there-* 
fore will be evidently ſo far a typical or an i 
allegorical Part of Propheſy. i moreover, [I 
there ſhould be any like Reaſon to conſider Wo 

this Shechinah, a figurative Repreſentation of 9 

the Glory of the only Begotten of the Father, 
full of Grace and Truth; or of the Fulneſsof + 

| the Godhead, which dwelt bodily in the Meſfiah ; 
| this will be but another, prophetical Inftfu-., 
Rion, very agreeable to ſo illuſtrious a Re- 
preſentation of the Preſence of God in his 
Church. It is a juſt Obſervation of a great; 
Author *, If the temporal Covenant was 
< given for the Sake of the everlaſting Cave-, 
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6 tlatit; and td bo ſubhovien bobs Intro⸗ 
« duction of ir, ir is highly probable that all 
« Parts-of the | Few!fb Diſpenſation were 
adapted to ſerve the ſame End'; and, that 
« the Law, founded on the temporal Cove- 
te nant; was intended as the temporal Covenant 
« it ſelf was, to _—_ repare the Way to better 
« Promiſes. is, upon the whole, ap- 
ars to — a reaſonable Suppoſition, then 
* ave we a Foundation to enquire into the 
« Meaning of the Law, not merely as it is a 
te [jtteral Go mmand to the Fews ; but as con- 
* taining the Figure and ay of good 
<« * Things to come. W 
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Teſtament, many hiſtorical Accounts, 

tive of the State of the Church, and the 
ſeveral Providences relating to it, in che ſeveral 
Periods of Time and Revelation: As theſe are 
Parts of the prophetick Writings, for we have 
ſcen all the Books of the Old Teftament are 
ſuch, they muſt be accounted Prophefies in 
ſome Senſe. As far as there is a Correſpon- 


dence and Similitude of Events, both may be 
well 


EF) 

well deſcribed by the ſame Expreſſions: Abel 
thus Expreſſions, that deſcribe paſt or preſent 
Actions, may be uſed to expreſs like Actions or 
Events in future Times. And Deſcriptions of 
preſent hiſtorical Facts, or their Cireumſtan- 
ces, may, in ſome —— be more appli- 
cable, and in fuller Propriety to ſome after 
like Event, than to that they were immedi- 
ately deſigned to deſcribe. 


A few Examples of this: Sort of Pro REFTR 


may ſerve to ſhew what is meant by 0 
and what Propheſies are to be placed in this 
Rank. As to the Argument from them, in 
Proof that Jeſus is the Chriſt; that will be 
more properly conſidered in another Place. 

We have a Propheſy of this kind, Iſaiab 
vi. 9, Cc. And be ſaid, Go, and tell this: Peu- 
ple, Hear ye indeed, but underfland not ; fee ye 


indeed, but perceive not, Make the Heart of 


this People fat, and make their Ears heavy, 
and ſhut their Eyes; leaſt they ſee with their 
Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and under- 
ſtand with their Heart, and convert and be 
healed, Theſe Expreſſions direaly deſcribe 
the Inattention and Prejudices of the People in 
the Days of 1/aiah, and the evil Effects of 
them, to prevent all Benefit and Advantage 

from the Warnings and Inſtructions of his Pro- 


pheſies: And yer they are as properly deſeripM 


tive of a like Inatrention and Prejudice to 

the Miracles and Doctrines of the Chriſt ; 

when, though Men ſaw the greatelt Miracles, 
L they 
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they were not convinced, and would not be 
made to. underſtand,” by hearing the plaineſt 
Doctrines. This is a Deſcription equally ex- 
preſſive of the ſame Truth in like Circum- 
ſtances; that ſuch- Perſons who ſhew them- 
ſelves incapable of Improvement, ſhall not be 
accounted worthy of more Inſtruction, and 
greater Advantages. This our Saviour proper- 
ly gives as the Reaſon of his ſpeaking. in Para- 
bles, when he applies this Propheſy of Tjaiah 
to himſelf, Matt. xiii. 1 3, 14, 1. 
We may thus alſo conſider many Paſſages i in 
whe Book of P/alms ; which, though they im- 
mediately relate to David, to the State of Re- 
ligion and Government in his Times, to his 
'own Proſperity, and Adverſity; yet are expreſ- 
ſed in ſuch Words as are applicable with equal 
Propriety, and often in an higher and more 
eminent Senſe, to the great Son of David, the 
Meſſiah, than to David himſelf. Thus for 
Inſtance, P/alm ii. 8. Ak of Me, and I ſhall 
give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and the uttermoſ Parts of the Earth for thy 
Poſſeſſion. Pſalm xvi, 10. For thou wilt not 
leave my Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thine holy. One 
to ſee Corruption. Pſalm XX11, 16,18. They peirced 
my Hands and my Feet: They part my Gar- 
ments among them, and caſt Lots for my V efture. 
Theſe Expreſſions are as properly deſcriptive 
of the Chriſt, and applicable, many of them, 
in a fuller Senſe to him, than to David him- 
ſelf; ar to the Occakions, on which they were 
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originally ſpoken by the P/aimift. In what 
Manner they are applied; ſo as to be fulfilled 
in en, n bs hereafter ae ö 


: SECT. IV. 


How Provn ESIES are fulfilled. 


2 confidered Propheſy i in the ol 
Teſtament under this View, it will ſhew 

A great Miſtake of the Meaning of the Word 
Propheſy in Scripture Language, when it is 
taken only for direct and:expreſs Prediction of 
future Events. However the common Uſe of 
preſent Language may ſeem almoſt to appro- 
priate this'Senſe to it now; yet it is, moſt cer- 


Wy - 


tainly, far from being the only Senfe of Pro- 


pheſy. in Scripture: And the true Senſe of 
Words is to be taken from the Intention of the 
Writers; not from any groundleſs Imagina- 
tion which deceives or prejudices the Reader's 
Underſtanding. As Propheſy, in Scripture} 
is of various Kinds, each Kind of Prophefy has 
a proper. Meaning, to it ſelf, and diſtinct from 
other Kinds of Propheſy: It will be great Ignos 
rance tojumble them together into one Meaning. 
It would be as great Ignorance of the Meaning 
of the Scripture Language, as it would be of the 
Meaning of the Eugliſb Law, to confound all 
the diſtinct —— of Killing in one 
on par- 


- EM] 
particular Meaning of it; and from thence 
to argue and conclude, that becauſe a Man is 
juſtified by Law, when he kills a Man in his 
own Defence, therefore there are no other 
difterent Kinds of Killing ; ſuch as Man- 
ſlaughter, or Murder ; and that there are no 
diſtin Puniſhments appointed by the Laws of 
England, to either. 
As then the Propheſies of the Old Teflament 
are thus of various Kinds, very different in 
their Nature from each other, the Manner in 
which theſe different Propheſies are to be ful- 
filled, muſt be very different roo : For when 
they are of ſuch diſtinct Kinds, as expreſs Pre- 
diction, ceremonial and ſymbolical Repreſen- 
tation, and hiſtorical Deſcription; the very. 
Manner in which theſe Propheſies differ from 
each other, ſhew they muſt have a differenc 
Method, both of Interpretation and of Appli- 
cation. The Senſe then in which Propheſies 
are fubfilled, muſt differ juſt as much, and in 
the ſame Way as the Propheſies themſelves do 
from each other. Thus Propheſies of expreſs 
Prediction are fulfilled, when the Events fore- 
told by them do come to paſs, in ſuch Time, 
Manner, and Circumſtances, as the Predicti- 
ons did foretel. Propheſies contained in ce- 
remonial and ſymbolical Repreſentations, are 
fulfilled, when the moral Meaning of thoſe 
. Ceremonies, and the true Intention of ſuch 
mbolical Repreſentations, are really found 
nn ſuch Perſons and Things to which they re- 
| | late, 
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late, and to which they are referred and ap- 
lied. And, in like manner, Propheſies of 
Pigtorical Deſeription, are fulfilled, when the 


Citcumſtances of paſt Actions do: aptly and 


juſtly correſpond ch the preſent Actions and 


Things to which they are applied. Some of 


theſe Propheſies, it is evident, can have no 
other Interpretation than Moral; or if Men 
will chuſe ſo to expreſs it, no other than My- 
ſtical, or Allegorical ; for what other can be 
the Interpretation of Ceremonies and Symbols. 
Nor are hiſtorical Accounts of paſt Things 
and Actions, otherwiſe applicable to Things 


future, than by a juſt and ogy” ne 


of Circumſtances. 
It is however thought by many, for ve 


different Reaſons, that ſuch a Senſe of Falk. 


ling Propheſy, is much too general and lodſe, 
and does not anſwer what the Writers of the 
New Teſament mean, when in qplying the 
Propheſies of the Old Teſtament,” they ſay, 


Then was fulfilled what was ſpoken by ebe Pro- 
pbet; or, that it might be fulfilled, hich. as 


ſpoken by the Prophet; and which ſeems to be 
underſtood when any Paſſage of the Old Tefta- 


ment is uſed, and applied as 4 nn in Ur 


New. 


A late Arche obſerves. bc, 174 is canis 


te that the Authors of the New Toftament muſt 


4 intend to mean, that there were real Pro- 


* Scheme of literal Propheſy, 5. 3 50. 
pheſies 


| ( f 58 Y „ 
6 pbeſies of Chrift throughout the Old Te fa 
&« ment; and that theſe Propheſies were real- 
< ly fulfilled in Jeſus: And I would aſk, Whe- 
* ther to interpret the word Ful filling, to ſig- 
& nify only a meer Accommodation of Phra 
&« ſes, does. not vacate all the Apoſtle's Proofs: 
te of Chriſtianity from the Old Teftament, and 
fuppoſe their Applications of Propheſies not 
« pertinent? The ſame Author farther 
oblerves, I think it muſt be ſuppoſed, - that: 
« all or none of the Citations were intended to 
e be applied by the Apoſtles, as. Propheſies 
« fulfilled: If you ſuppoſe none intended to be 
= : cc applied as Propheſies, the whole Affair of a 
19s Meſfiah, foretold is reduced to an Accom- 
= * modationof Phraſes. 

I obſerve not, at preſent, chat chis Anthor's J l | 
Remark is founded on a Miſtake in Fact, that 
all Propheſies are only of one Kind, that is ex- 
preſs Predigtions and therefore muſt all be 
fulfilled in one and the ſame Way? Whereas, 
— being themſelves of different Kinds, 

of Neceflity, be fulfilled in different 

Manners ; ſo that the very Nature of the Pro- 
pheſies themſelves, does, in great Meaſure, 
ſhew us in what Senſe they are to be ful filled. 
What has already been obſerved on this View 
of Propheſy, is ſufficient to ſhew the Weak- 
neſs and Miſtake of this Remark : So far is it 
from being juſt or true, that all, or none of 
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the Citations were intended to be applied by 
the Apoſtles, as Propheſies fulfilled; chat 'is, 
the Apoſtles mean, all Propheſies were to be 
fulfilled in the ſame Senſe; that it is impoſe. 
ſible to be true, from the different Nature and 
Kinds of the Propheſies themſelves; which 
cannot all be fulfilled in the ſame Way 
Fut it is to be obſerv'd, that this different 
5 Uſe of the Expreſſion, That it might be ful. 
1 filled, is juſtified by the like Uſe. of it in 
che Scriptures. themſelves as well as m_ cher 
Mriterws | 
For the Uſe of chis Bxprefivone 1 the Scrip- 
ture, the Writings of the New Teſtament are 
certainly the beſt Evidence how the Authors 
of them uſed it. It is moſt certain they did 
\ | not uſe it only for the Accompliſhment of di- 
rect expreſs Prediction: When che Apoſtle 
tells us, that Love is the fulfilling f the Lam, 
Rom. xiii. 10. he cannot mean accompliſh- 
ing a Prediction, but anſwering the full De- 
ſign and Intention of the Law. Yet as the 
Law was a Part of Fernen that Part of 
| | * was ſo fulfilled. ; 

St. James molt plainly u uſes the Expreſiioh, 
The Scripture was fulfilled, in a different Seriſe 
from the Accompliſhment of. a Prediction, i 
James ii. 23. Ahab the Scripture was fu [flled, 79 


which ſaith, Abraham believed God, and it was T4 
imputed to him for Righteouſneſs. This was 1 
the Teſtimony given to Abraham's Faith, up- 
on the Promiſe of a ug .the Application of B 
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this to an after Act of like Faith, when he 


155 Tſzat; his Son, upon the Altar, is cal- 


Pulfilling the Scripture. 
The Manner in which St. Paul applies a 


| Paſſage of the Prophet's, in his, Diſcourſe in 


che Sypagopue, ſeems to give us the true In- 
terpretation of that Expreſſion, | Adds xiii. 


| 40, 41. Beware therefore, leaſt that come upon 


von "which is Jpoken of tn tbe Prophets. Be- 
bold, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh ; 
for I work a Work in your Days, a Work which 


ye ſhall in no wiſe e believe, though a Man de- 


alert, it unto you. This Expreſſion of the 
Apoſtle, 'leaft that come upon you, which is 
ſpoken of in che Prophets, ſeems: plainly to 
have che ſame” Senſe and Meaning, as if he 
had aid, Leaſt the Word ſpoken by the Pro- 
hers' be verified, of fulfilled in you. The 
like Uſe the Jewiſh Writers make of the ſame 
on peared is a further Confirmation this is 
e proper Uſe of it. Grotius, an unpreju- 
4 as well as learned Author, obſerves it 


of them, as a general Rule with them. When 


ahy preſent Action does aptly reſemble à paſt 
Action, they ſay, then was this or that Place 
of Scripture fulfilled ; Us: Fattum aliquod, 


 veſters fumile occurrit, dicunt em Spun froe com- 


probatus eff hic ille 8 cripturae Locus. Annot. 
Matt. i. 22. Le Clerk has given an obſerva- 
ble Inſtance of it from Rabbi Solomon, upon 
Gen. xi. 8. where, at the Words, And the Lord 
ſeattered them abroad, he makes. this Remark, 

as 


9 


180 

As they had ſaid, Leaſt we be ſcattered abroad 
upon the Face of the whole Earth, ſo that Say- 
ing of Solomon was verified (fulfilled). concern- 
ing them, What be is afraid of ſhall come upon 
him, Annot. Matt. iv. 14. 5 

This is moreover an Uſe of the Expreſſion, 
even in common Language: Thus Drogenes 
Synopenſis was uſed continually to ſay, That 
he fulfilled all the Curſes of Tragedy; for he 
was a Vagabond, and had no home. So Olym- 
piodorus, in the Life of Plato, applies to him 
a Verſe out of Homer, that ſo that Saying of 
Homer might prove true of him (or be verifi- 
ed, and fulfilled in him) from whoſe Tongue 
proceeded a Sound ſweeter than Honey. 

The learned Dr. #bitby obſerves, © How- 
te ever, that though when the Words run only 
ce thus (role enAnpo tn) then was fulfilled ſuch a 
« Thing ſpoken by the Prophets, we may ad- 
« mit of a Completion, by way of Accommo- 
« dation; yet when the Phraſe runs thus, 
« This was done (wa, or o. en) i. e. 
ce fo this End, that ſuch or ſuch a Propheſy 
e might be fulfilled, it is neceſſary to ſay, 
te that very Completion of it, by that Action, 
c ſhould be intended by the Holy Ghoſt; 
c fince otherwiſe that Action can, in no Pro- 
« priety of Speech, be ſaid to be performed 
« for that End.” Appendix to Annot. on St. 
Matt. p. 259. „ 

This Obſervation of Dr. Whitby is ſole- 
ly built upen the Meaning of two Greek 

| M - | Words, 
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Words, (% and ore) as if they muſt always 
mean, To this End; which the beſt Judges of 
the Greek Language have obſerved expreſly, 
they do not. I have given the Judgment of 


Grotius and Stephens in the Margin. 
That this Word (wa) does not always mean 


To this End, is ſo plain, that Dr. Whitby him- 
_ ſelf takes expreſs Notice of it in more Places 


than one, as on 1 Cor. xiv. 13. And in his Annor. 


on Epheſ. iii. 10. he makes this Obſervation, 


The Particle we ſignifies adeo ut, So that: 


See Note on 1 Cor. xiv. 13. And then the Words 
will not reſpe& God's Intention in this Reve- 
lation; but only the Conſequence of it.” | 


It is plain, in many Paſſages of Scripture, 
the Words, That ſuch a Thing may be, do 
not at all ſignify the Intention, fo the End 
that it may be, but merely the Event, So 7hat 


it vill be: And it is judiciouſly remarked, in 


the Caſe of the moſt direct and expreſs Pro- 
pheſies of all, © The Words, This was done, 


. That it might be fulfilled, Which was ſpoken 


« by the Prophets, never do, never poflibly 
can fignify litterally, that the Thing was 


Vox (ut) ut ſepe non finem agentis, ſed ſolam rei Conſe- 
quentiam ſignificat: Annot. Matt. i. 22. Ergo illud exws yernde 


non Finem ſed Connectionem ſignificat; ut fi cui dicam, Præſta te 


bonum civem ut Patrem imiteris, Annot. Mart. v. 45. Stephens in 
his Concord. obſerves on the Word wa, 3 Ep. John 4. wa pro 
de, ex Hebreorum Idiotiſmo ; Our Tranſlation has well expreſſed 
it, I have no greater Foy than to hear (ine aus) that my Children 
wall in the Truth. And on Rev. xiii. 13. he obſerves, ya pro 
g, and it is accordingly reader'd, So thats be maketh Fire come 
down from Heaven, 


« dons 


ww ww UKw J%%%%*Xf;; FS. e. ttt. 


3 


886220 


. 


(Wo: 
« done for that End, that the. Propheſy might 
« be fulfilled ; becauſe, an the Reverſe, the 
<«< Reaſon. why any Thing 19 predicted, always 
* is, becauſe the Thing was: (before that Pre- 
de diction) appointed to be done: Much more, 
<« therefore in the Caſe of indirect Propheſies, 
e the Words, This was done that it might. be 
« fulfilled, Which was ſpoken by the Prophet, 
« neceflarily and evidently mean this only, 
ce that the Thing was ſo done, as that there- 
e by, or therein was verified what the Pro- 
CC Ä EY 1 

Nor do I ſee how what Dr. Whitby, and 
others, ſeem to aim at, is prejudiced by. this 
Senſe of the Words, That it might be fulfil- 
led. They may, notwithſtanding this Senſe 
of the Words, {ſtill ſuppoſe that the Spirit of 
Propheſy might ſo direct the _ hiſtorical De- 
{criptions in the prophetical Writings, that the 
Application of them to after Things and 
Actions, might be very plain and proper, and 
ſo be ſaid to deſign ſuch Accompliſhment of 
them, when the Few!/h Church did not under- 
ſtand theſe Things were. ſo intended by, the 
Prophets; for Dr. Whitby juſtly obſerves, this 
was not neceſſary: I add, ſays the Doctor, 
« that there was no Neceſſity that they ſhould 
e before hand know that any of theſe Things 
« were thus intended by the Prophets. 
a Pr. Clark's Connection of the Propheſies, c. p. 36. 
e Append. bd. e CB TIE [6 
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(84) 

Upon the Whole then, as the Propheſies 
contained in the Old Teſtament are of diffe- 
rent Kinds, they muſt be fulfilled in a diffe- 
rent Way, each of which is juſtly and pro- 
perly an Accompliſhment of Propheſy, and is 
ſtrictly agreeable to the Uſe of that „ 
in Scripture; Then was fulfilled the Word of 
the Prophet; or, That it might be fulfilled, 
_ which was ſpoken by the Prophet. 
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How the Propbeſies of the Old Teftament 
are uſed by the Writers of the New, 
as the Grounds and Reaſons of Cbriſti- 

anity, and wherein they are juſt and 

proper Arguments, that Jeſus is the 
Meſfiah ; and therefore prove bis Do- 

ctrine a true Revelation and Rule of 

Religion. 1 : 

r 


Aving cbnſidered the proper Meaning 
| of Propheſy in Scripture, the ſeveral 


inds of Propheſy in the Old Teftament, and 
how they are fulfilled ; the next proper En- 


2 quiry 


C 
quiry will be to conſider how they are uſed as 
Proofs that Jeſus is the Meſfeh z and therefore 
how they are to be underſtood, as the Grounds 
and Reaſons of Chriſtianity. 13388 
It will not be ſufficient. to obſerve here 
that Propheſies of all Kinds, in the Old Tea. 
ment, are quoted in the New, and, ſome way 
or other, applied to the Meffiab and hm 
Doctrine; but if we conſider them with any 
Exactneſs, as they regard the preſent Queſti- 
1 on, we muſt conſider how each of them are 
uſed, and in what Manner they are uſed as 
Proofs, in Confirmation of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, by proving that Jeſus is the A 
fiab ; for it is thus only we can know how 
they are proper Grounds and Reaſons" of 
Chriſtianity. „ee 
ll Now we may obſerve concerning them, in 
the firſt Place, that no Prophefies,, gf what _ 
Sort or Kind ſoever, are uſed as the ſole Proof 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, or, as the on! 
Grounds of the Evidence on which it is built: 
| There is neither any Neceſſity, or any Reaſon, 
to conſider Propheſy as ſuch Evidence; and, 
| in Fact, the Writers of the New Teſtament did 
never make ſuch Uſe of Propheſy, or propoſe 
ſo to do, 5 [YT Rs 7 
It is certain there can be no Neceſſity to lay 
| the whole Evidence of Chriſtianity, as a Re- 
| velation from God, upon Propheſy, in what 
Senſe ſoever it is underſtood. Chriſtianity 
might have been true, although there had not 


been 
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(86). 
been one Prophefy alledged in Proof of it. 
There are other and ſufficient Proofs of the 
Truth of a Revelation. beſides Propheſy; o- 
therwiſe there would be no poſſibie Proof of a 
Revelation at all; for a lt Revelation can- 
not poſſibly have the Evidence of a former 
Nevelation; and yet to ſuppole preceding 
Propheſy neceſſary to the Proof of a Revela- 
tion, is to ſuppole the Neceſſity of a Revela- 
tion prior to the fit: Now as a firſt Reve- * 
lation may be ſufficiently proved, without the 
Evidence of Propheſy, nay, of Neceſſity muſt 
be fo, God, if he thinks fit, may prove any 


other Revelation in the ſame Manner. As the 


Evidence of the Moſaical Revelation did not 


depend on former Revelations and Propheſies, 


but on other Proofs, that God had raiſed u 
Moſes, a Prophet, and did reveal himſelf by 


him to the Few//b Church; ſo. God might 
Have atteſted the Truth of Chriſtianity, only 
in the ſame Manner; other Proofs would have 


ſufficiently ſhewn Jeſus to be a Teacher ſent 
from God, if there had not been one Propheſy 


directly or indirectly concerning him, through- 


L 


out the whole of the Old Teſtament. | 

There muſt be yet leſs Reaſon to make Pro- 
phely the /o/e Proof of a Revelation, which 
18. not a neceſſary Proof of any Revelation; 
whether it be uſed or not uſed, there can be 
no Reaſon to conclude that a Revelation is 
falſe which wants it, or that a Revelation that 


has it, depends ſolely upon it. 


'- = 


Rp (87) 

But to make the Argument from-Propheſy 
more clear, it is proper we ſhould: conſider it 
as it appears in Fact in the Caſe before us. 

- Propheſy then, though it is uſed as one 
Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity, yet is by 
no Means uſed as the only Proof of it. Jeſus, 
whoſe Authority, as the Męſiab, was to be 
proved, himſelf builds the Proof of it upon 
other Reaſons and Evidence, beſides this of 
Propheſy; and which would have been full 
concluſive Proofs, though neither he himſelf, 
nor any other for him, had offer'd any other 
Proofs. He often appeals to the Nature of his 
Doctrine, and to his miraculous Works; 
which ſhewed that his Doctrine was of God, 
and that he was a Teacher ſent: from God, 
Jobn x. 37, 38. I do not the Noris ef n 
Father, believe me not; but 1f I do, though 
ye believe not me, believe tbe Works; that ye 
may know and believe that the Father is in me, 
and I in bim. Again, Fobn xiv. 11. Believe 
me that I am in the Father; and the Father. in 
me; or elſe believe me for the very Works 
ſake. 5 3 „ 83 74; 1 A 8 
It was upon this Evidence Nicodemus, a 
Maſter in Tfrael, * concluded Fe/us was a 
Teacher ſent from God. John iii. 2. Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a Teacher come from 
God; for no Man can do theſe Miracles that 
thou doſt, except Gad be with him. This was 
the convincing Proof to Nathaniel; on theſe 
Grounds the Samaritan Woman wn 
im 
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(3ST) -- 
him to be the Chriſt ; and the whole Body of 
the Jewiſb People principally required this 
Proof as the maſt ſatisfactory Evidence. John 
ji. 18. Wen anſwered the Jews, and ſaid unto 
Aim, What Sign ſbeweſt thou unto us, ſeeing 
that thou doft theſe Things ? John yi. 30. They 


faid therefore unto him, What Sign ſheweſt thou 


then, that we may ſee and believe thee ? What 
ut thou work? When the Apoſtles of Feſws 
confirm the Truth of his Doctrine, and ſup- 
port the Evidence of his being the Meſſiab, 
they uſe the ſame Method of Proof, and ar- 


gue upon the ſame Principles. Thus St. Pe- 
Fer, in his firſt Diſcourſe to the Fews, Acts 


ii. 22. r Men of Iſrael, hear theſe Words 
Feſus of Nazareth, a Man approved of God a- 
man you, by Miracles, and Wonders, and 
Signs, which God did by him in the midſt of you, 


es ye your ſelves alſo know. And at ver. 32. 


This Jeſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we 
are all Witneſſes. Afterwards the ſame Apo- 
Ale uſes the ſame Method of Proof in his Diſ- 
courſe to Cornelius, the firſt Convert among 
the Gentiles, Acts x. 37, &c. That Word, I 


ſay, ye know, which was publiſhed throughout 


all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the 
Baptiſm which John preached; How God a- 
nointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, 


and with Power; who went about doing Good, 


and healing all that were oppreſſed of the De- 


vil; for God was with him. And we are 


Witneſſes of all Things which he. did, both 
oo ; in 


3 

4 the Lind of the Jenny and in Jeruſa= 
lems: 1303 1:6 

1 it fully appears, it is not big imagi- 
nary and groundleſs, but abſolutely falſe, and 
contrary to unqueſtionable Fact, to ſuppoſe 
that the only Proof to a Jeu of the Truth of. 
_ Chriſtianity, was by a: myſtical Application of 
dark . or, indeed, by any Application 
of any Prepbeſies whiitſoever. And it appears yet 


more Rory an and falſe, that a Gentile muſt 


firſt he convinced of the Authority of che 
Maſaick Revelation, that by the Propheſies 
contained in hat Revelation, he may after- 
wards be convinced (as by the only Proofs) 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity: For Men to put 
the Truth of Chriſtianity on this ſole Founda- 
tion, for Reaſoris. eaſy enough to be ſeen, 
though againſt ſo plain Fact and evident Rea- 
fon to the contrary, ſhews not only the want 
of better Arguments, bur is hardly reconcile- 
able to a ſincere Enquiry after Truth. 
However, we are to obſer ve, thoug by Pro- 8 
pheſy is not. uſed as the ſole Proof of — Truth 
of Chriſtianĩty, it fufficiently appears, that the 
Propheſies of the Old Teſtament are made Uſe 
of as one Proof of the Fruth of it. Whoever 
oonſiders the Diſcourſes of St. Peter, Acts ii. and 
of St. Paul, Acts xiii. will d they both produce 
the Propheſies of the M Teſtament, in Con- 
fir mation of this Truth, that Jeſus, & the Me 2 
Hab; and therefore, as a Proof of the Truth 
of 3 Since then it is uſed as a 
N Proof 


(go) 


Proof to anſwer this Queſtion, we are furs 
ther to obſerve how it is uſed in Scripture. 
and how therefore i It a to be conſidered 
by us. 

Tas general, it mol appear "wa what bh 
been faid already, that Propheſy can only be 
uſed as a concurrent Proof, with many others. 
Now where there is a Concurrence of many 


| Proofs, it is uſually of different Arguments 


and different Arguments have uſually different 
Kinds, and different Degrees of Evidence. It 
is not uncommon with the greateſt Maſters of 
Reaſoning, nor is it improper in any Reaſon- 
ing, to bring together a Variety of Arguments, 
though they are nor all of equal Weight and 
Force; becauſe they may greatly help to con- 
firm and illuſtrate each other, and ſo obtain a 


readier Aſſent, and a more full Perſwaſion, 


with the leſs Doubt or Hefitancy. | 
Thus the Proof and Evidence of Propheſy, 
when uſed together with Miracles, 'and other. 


Grounds of Evidence, may be juſtly under- 


ſtood to have another Kind and toms of Evi- 
dence ; and, as the Propheſies themſelves are 
of very different Kinds, the Evidence ariſing, 
from them may well be ſuppoſed of different 
Kinds and Degrees tog, This Obſervation ma 
be beſt underſtood hl 

Sort of Propheſy mayTeverally give Acteſtati- 
on to the Truth of Chriſtianity. 


. 
e 


Of the Proof from PRoPHESIES of expreſs 
PREDICTION. 1 


FN che firſt Place, on Suppoſition, there 
are Propheſies of immediate, direct, and 
expreſs Prediction; they will give all that 
Evidence to Chriſtianity, that immediate, di- 
rect, and expreſs Predictions can give. When 
ſuch Propheſies as theſe are alledged in Con- 
fir mation of the Truth, that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, and a Teacher ſent from God; they 
are a direct, full, and concluſive Proof of it. 
Theſe are the firſt Sort of Propheſies, we wq 
obſerved, contain'd in the Prophetical Wri- 
tings. We have endeavout'd to ſhew there 
are many of theſe Propheſies in the ſeveral 
Ages of the Church; and as many as there 
are of this Sort, ſo many full and concluſive 
Proofs there are of the divine Original and 
Authority of the Chriſtian Revelation : For 
all ſuch Predictions muſt proceed from a cer- 
tain Foreknowledge of the future Events ſo 
foretold ; which Foreknowledge is the ſole 
Prerogative and Perfection of God, unto 
whom alone are known all his Works from 
the Beginning. Where then there is a plain 
 Accompliſhment of ſuch direct and expreſs 
Propheſies, it is an unqueſtionable Proof, in 
the firſt Place, that the Prediction of ſuch fu- 
= IFY ture 
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ture Events was of God ; and that the after 


Accompliſhment of them was af God too: 80 


that in the Accompliſhment of ſuch Prophe- 
ſies, the Accompliſhment confirms the Pre- 
dition, and the Prediction the 2 500 ge 
ment. 


On Suppaſition of ſuch Propheſies concern- 


3 the Meſjeh, there is an Atteſtation of God 


Himſelf, to the Truth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
even as in the Argument and Proof from Mira- 
cles; with this Difference only, that in Mi- 
racles, God gives his Atteſtation, by: uſing his 
Power ; in Propheſy, by uſing his Foreknow- 
ledge, as an ee that be qwng and con- 
firms 1 it for Truth; '-- -** 

And we are here to remark, Oy in ie Ar- 
gument from direct Propheſics, the Proof is 
taken from the Concurrence of ſeyeral Pre- 
dictions, on different Occaſions, at very di- 
ſtant Times, and with very different Views of 
preſent Inſtruction, when they were firſt gi- 
ven; yet all agreeing in one Perſpn; and one 
Event., The Queſtion is not, whether any 
one particular Propheſy proves of it ſelf alone, 
any one to be the Chriſt? but, whether all 
taken together do? The Argument does not 
lie in this: One Thing propheſied of concern- 
ing the C Chriſt; belongs ro ſuch. a Perſon; 
therefore he is the Chriſt : But in this, All 
Things written in the Prophets, concerning 
the Chriſt, e to MU Fettes. ruerelore he 
is the Chrilt. 14 4.8 
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I was a long while from the firſt giving of 
che ſeveral Propheſies, to the Application of 
them to the Chriſt. Severally, they were ſuffi- 


eient to anſwer the Inſtruction delign'd by their 
fiſt Revelation; and when they came to be ap- 


plied to a, particular Perſon, it was ſufficient, 


if all of them together, as limiting and ex- 


plaining each other, unqueſtionably . ſhewed 


that Perſon only was, and only could be de- 


ſigned by tem. 
Some of them might be very general, and 
yet ſufficiently anſwer the preſent End of Re- 


J Ae to encourage Mens Hope, and truſt in 


God's Mercy and Promiſe; and yet ſtill in Con- 
currence with after more particular Promiſes, 


appear ſufficiently to belong only to that Per- 


ſon, in whom thoſe Things which God before 


had. ſhemed by the Mouths of all his Prophets, 


are fulfilled * ; and in whom all Things that 
gre written by the Prophets concerning the Son 
of Man, ſhall be accompliſhed *. It has been 


| thought a: great Objection to this Argument 
from expreſs Prediction, that many of. theſe 


Propheſies ate ſo general, of ſo looſe, there- 
fore, they ſay, and uncertain Free F that 
they may be applied to David, to Hezekiah, 
to Zerubbabel; and that chey will agree to 
many other Perſons beſides Jeſus. 

Let now ſome of theſe Deſcriptions be ap- 


e if you will, to, David, to e 


Ain. 18. | EE | | 
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and Zerubbubel; nay, let ſome of them be ap- 


plicable to every Son of Arabam, or, if you 
pleaſe, to eyery Son of Eve ; fot ſo the Ex. 
pteſſions, Tbe Seed of Abrabant; and, The 
Seed of the Woman, may be, conſidered in 
themſelves only, and without ſuch other De- 


ſecriptions as limit their Af plication to one 


only Perſon in the World; the Argument 


will, notwithſtanding, be * certain and 


very particular, if you will join together in it 
what God hath ſpoken by the Mouth of all 
his holy Prophets ſince the World began. 
3 then as many Characters as you pleaſe 
applicable to David; yet David ſure was 

be is own Son. David did not live at the 
End of the ſecond Temple, who died before 
the Building of the firſt. | He lived not in the 
Time when, the Sceptre was departed from 
Judab, who, in his own Perſon, laid the 
Foundation of the higheſt Power and Autho- 


rity of that Tribe. 


Let as many others as you will be applies. 
ble to Hezekiah or Zerubbabel; yer ſure they 
did not live at the Time when the Sacrifice 
and Oblation were made to ceaſe, when the 
City and the Sanctuary were finally deſtroy d; 
they were neither of them cut off, either for 
themſelves or for the People. And, in a 
Word, none of thoſe Perſons to whom it is 
ſaid, any of theſe Deſcriptions may be appli- 
ed, were Prieſts, after the Order of Melchize- 
deck, or „ like unto Moſes: They 

neither 
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neither taught, nor pretended to teach a new 7 
Inſtitution of Religion from God, which 
ſhould ſet aſide the Worſhip: of the Meiaical 
Law, and appoint à ſpiritual Worſhip in che 
Room of it; that ſhould expreſs the ſpiritual. 
Meaning of the ancient Ceremonies, and by: 
which the Name of God ſhould be made great: 
among the Gent iles, and in whom therefore 
all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. 
Several of the Characters of the Chriſt in Pro- 
pheſy, have been now impoſſihle ſar many hun 
dred Vears: There never Was but one Perſon 
who prgtended to ſeveral of them; and there! 
never was but one Perſon in whom they were 
all fulfilled. Thus, with all che pretended 
Generality and Uncertainty of theſe Propheſies, 
taken all together, they are ſo certain in their 
Application, that it is not poſſible they ſhould 
be applied to any other than one Perſon, which: 
is Feſus of Nazareth. £6. T0290 N 
Ihe Argument then from direct Propheſies, 
in this View, will be very ſtrong and conclu- 
five, when we conſider all theſe prophetick 
Deſcriptions agreeing in one Perſon, and no 
other: We may eaſily perceive no one Perſon, 
no one Event, could : be. deſcribed in ſuch 
Manner, but by a Spirit of Propheſy. Here 
are Deſcriptions of one Perſon for a dueceſſion 
of four Thouſand Years before his Birth, in a 
great Variety of Ways, upon as many diffe- 
rent Occaſions and Views, and in many diffe-» 
rent Manners; ſome relating to Time, ſome 
SR 3 
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to Cireuinſtances: of Action: ſome to the 
Events.of Things of the moſt important Na- 
ture and Conſequence ; all exactly anſwered in 
one Perſon, in fuch Manner as they could. nat 
be anſwered in any other, from the Begin- 
ring to the End of the World. Theſe could 
not be the Effect of Gueſs or Chance, of any 
Art or Conttivance, That there ſhould be ſome 
of theſe Deſcriptions in the moſt early Times, 
ſome in the Days of Abraham, of Jacob, of 
Moſes,” of David, and others of the ſeveral. 
Prophets in Succeſſion; chat all theſe ſhould” 
have- an immediate. Regard. to their own 
Times; that there ſhould be join'd together in 
ſo different Deſcriptions, many Events rela- 
ting to the State, and Polity of the Jewiſß 
Nation, the Term and Continuance of the 
Jewiſb Religion, the Nature of a new Reli- 
gion to be taught, the Succeſs and the Event 
of the Teachings of a private Man through- 
out the World, the Circumſtances of his Life 
and Death, and all theſe Things accommoda- 
ted to the Methods of Providence with the 
Fewiſh Nation, and to the Intentin and Mean- 
ing of a Law, given two Thouſand Years be- 
fore: What but a Spirit of Propheſy could 
deſcribe all theſe Things from the Beginning, 
and foreſee they ſhould all fall in at one and 
the ſame Time, and all unite and, be fulfilled: 
in one and the ſame Perſon ? And it is worthy 
Obſervation, that this is a Proof of a prophe- 
ric VO; in the Oracles of the Old Tefa- 


ment, 


. 4 9 W 


e 
W. 


. 


ment, over and above all the other Prooſs the 
holy Seriptures of the ancient Church had for 
their divine Authority: Beſides all the Sigus 
and Wonders that prov d che prophetick Spi- 
rit of Mgles, and all the Evidence that Was 
given to the Succeſſion of Propheſy in the 
Church; chis Accompliſhment of ſo many 
Propheſies, is a further Confirmation that 
they ſpoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Choſt. So full is the Evidence we have from 


theſe expreſs Predictions. 
a4 ; | 5 2 - 5 ö 1 \ | "7 80 1 - 5 
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Of the Proof from other PRxopEGIE 

2 Typical and Hiſtorical. 
F NN Suppdſition: there are other Propheſies 
? beliles er felz Predictions, that is, cere- 
monial Laws with a moral Meaning, ſymbo- 
ical Repreſentations with an allegorical Meau- 
ing, and hiſtorical Accounts of preſent or 
paſt Act ions, deſcriptive of like future Acti- 
ons, and juſtly applicable to them in future 
Times; we may conſider them as giving ſugh 
Confirmation to Chriſtianity, as a Mixture of 
circumſtantial Evidence with more direct Progfs, 
is uſed to give in any Caſe. The Kind and He- 
gree of this Evidence will, indeed, vary, as.it;is 
more plain and full, or ef clear and A” - as 

there 


t 
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* 

— 


(98) 


chere ate more or fewer Circumſtances cohcut< 


ring to the Proof of the ſame Point. So that cir- 


- cumſtantial Evidence may, ſomerimes, riſe no 
higher than to a Probability; at other Times it 
may amount to a Hrong Preſumption; and, in 
ſome Caſes, it may amount to @ ſtrong and ſa- 
fisfactory Proof, without any further direct or 
politive Evidence at all. 

In Courts of Juſtice, where chers is a "Oo 

pulous Regard to the Validity of Evidence 
and Nature of Proofs, ſtrong circumſtantial 
Evidence, in ſome Caſes, is allowed to af- 
fect a Man' s Lite, and it is ever allow'd to 
ſupport more full and direct Proof. In order 
then to underſtand how this Sort of Evidence 
is properly uſed, and what Weight may juſtly 
be laid upon it, it may be uſeful co make theſe 
following Obſervations. 

Firſt, It is ſuppoſed all theſe "I ſymbo- 
lical Repreſentations, and hjſtorical Accounts, 
are contained in a Canon of Revelation, that 

ie in Writings ſuppoſed to be guided by a Spi- 
rit of Propheſy. It is without Queſtion they 
were acknowledged to be ſo, both by the Per- 
- fons who uſed them, and the Perſons to whom 
they were uſed : On this Suppoſition they are 
juſtly and properly applied as Prophefies, and 
a fit Application of them juſtly alledged as a 
fulfilling of Propheſy, as theſe Expreſſions 
were uſed and underſtood by both; for though 
they are not direct and expreſs Predictions, 
yet they muſt be Propheſies in the general 


and 


=. 
and known Meaning of the Word ; and a true 
and proper Application of them is a juſt and 
proper Completion of them. So far then the 

Writers of the New Teftlament will be juſtified, 
when they alledge them as Propheſies fulfilled, 
by Principles true in themſel ves, and univerſally 
acknowledged both by them and the Jews. 
Secondly, It is to be obſerved, that the Wri- 
ters of the Neu Teſtament, who uſe theſe Pro- 
pheſies, and the Fews, to whom they were 

uſed, ſuppoſed alſo, that the coming of the 
Meffiabh was the greateſt Bleſſing and Hope of 
1/rael ; and they moreover, both ſuppoſed ir 
was one Deſign of the Writings of the Old 
Teftament, to keep up that Hope and Blefling 
in View. It is plain this might have been 
done many ways, if the Spirit of Propheſy, 
which guided thoſe Writings, had ſo deſigned. 

It is certain, ceremonial Laws might have 
been ſo contrived as to have a moral Meaning, 
properly deſcribing the Nature of another af- 
ter Inſtitution, and applicable to it; which 
Application would therefore be a proper ful- 
filling of thoſe ceremonial Laws. In like 
Manner hiſtorical Accounts of Actions, in the 
feveral Periods of the Jeuiſb Church and 
State, might have been written and left on 
Record, in ſuch Words and Expreſſions as 
ſhould be a very proper Deſcription of after 
Events, and as properly applicable to them, 
as to the very Things and Actions they were at 
the firſt and more immediately deſigned to ex- 
preſs. 0 2 ....- Thus 
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Thus what was ſuppoſed on both fides might 
be true; it might not be mere Fancy and Ima- 
{ination z there might be juſt and good Rea- 
ſon to think that Writings of ſuch a Nature, 
as the prophetick Books of the Od Teſtament, 
might have this Deſign in View, and therefore 
be ſo written as to anſwer it. 

The actual Appearance of the Mzfiah was 
to be at a long Diſtance of Time from the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Jewi/h Church and Na- 
tion. In all this Time their Expectation of 
the Meſſiah was to be kept up; they were ta 
look upon his Appearance, and the good State 
of the Church under him, as the Perfection of 
theit Law, and 4s the Completion of God's 
Goodneſs and Favour to them: The Reaſon of 
this Expectation: is manifeſt from all the di- 
rect and expreſs Propheſies concerning the 
Meſiah, in the ſeveral Ages of the Churen. 

_ Conſidering now the State of the Fewz/ 
Church and Nation in this View, it was na- 
tural to think that the more illuftrious Per- 
ſons, and conſiderable Events in both, as well 
as their Laws, and Ceremonies of Worſhipo 
would ſerve to keep up the Notions they were 
to have concerning the Meſſiab, and his Appear- 
ance in the World. It will appear then a very 
reſonable Deſign in theſe Writings, in Ky 
the Actions of ſuch Perſons, and ſuch Events 
are recorded, a Deſign every Way worthy a Spi- 
rit of Propheſy, to make Mention of them in 
ſuch Manner as ſhould confirm their Hope, and 
2.. | raiſe 
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raiſe their Expectation gf his Appearance. - 
As the coming of the Me Mab was to be the 
higheſt Inſtance of the diyine Favour and 
Goodneſs to them, and which they were to 
look upon as the greateſt Bleſſing promiſed to 
them, as the Children of Abrabam; it was 

oper iq the Deſign and Intention of thoſe 
N that ſomething of this Conſolation 
ſhould ; mixed with a Recital of their Cala- 
| mities and Afflictions; and that in the Proſ- 
perity and Happineſs they enjoy d in the Admi- 
niſtration of powerful and good Princes, they 
ſhould have fo omething i interwoyen that might 
cauſe them to hope and 1. yet greater 
Proſperity and opined v Meſjiah, the 
King. It would have been a Deſign worthy 
theſe prophetick Writings, in the Accounts 
they give of the moſt conſiderable Events of 
that Church and Nation; as of the ſeveral 
Reigns of David and Solomon, of the Delive- 
rance out of Egypt, and from the Captivity 
of Babylon, of the Reſtoration of the City and 
Temple their civil Polity and religious Wor- 
ſhip, to accommodate ſuch Accounts to the 
Hopes and Notions of the Meſſiah, and in ſack 
Manner, that they ſhould be applicable to 
him, and the Circumſtances of his Appear- 
ance. 
It is . to be obſerved, that as it 
was natural, and reaſonable, ſer the Fewh 
Church thus to conſider their Books of Pro- 


pheſy, the ancient Jews did aQually ſo under- 
{ſtand 


(1 
Rand theſe Writings; and did uſe them in the 
fame Manner themſelves, before and at the 
Time the Writers of the Neu Teftament ap- 
plicd them to the Mefiah. 

That the ancient Fews were uſed, in like 
Manner, to apply ſeveral Paſſages of the pro- 
phetick Writings to the Metab, appears from 
unqueſtionable Evidence. It is therefore a 
very unfair, as well as an impertinent Ob- 
jection, that the modern Synagogue explains 
away moſt of theſe Paſſages of the Prophets, and 
roundly aſſerts they do not concern the Meſi- 
ob. Their obſtinate Prejudices againſt every 
Proof that is offered in Favour of Jeſus, as 
their Meſſiab, is a ſufficient Reaſon to take a- 
way all Authority from their Pretences, if 
there was not ſufficient Proof that herein they 1 
are departed from the unanimous Opinibi of 
their own ancient Doctors. 

One of the modera Synagogue, of great 
Renown among them, has himſelf let us into 
the Secret. Rabbi Solomon Farchi, in his Com- 
ment on the 22d P/alm, fairly confeſſes, Our 
« Maſters did underftand this P/al/m of the 
% Męſiabh; but it is better to underſtand it of 
«© David. himſelf, that we may the more eaſi- 
« ly reply to che Hereticks that abuſe ſome 
« Paſſages in it ©” The true Reaſon why this 
Maſter receded from the Interpretation of 
the ancient Doctors, who underſtood this 


Airs Judg, Sig Church, c. xvi, P. 392, 
Eſalm 


Another of Wen Maſters, Be they nd ic 
ply the 7ch Chapter of 1/arah to Hezekiab, has 
+ ought to look for no Meſiab, ſince the Days 


1y vindicate Rabbi Hillel, for denying the com- 


-Tity : So that let the modern Jeus apply theſe 


The Writers of the New Teſtament alledged 
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| Plat of the M. ab, was to give a Reply to 
the Arguments of the | Chriſtians | from it; 
which he knew not how otherwiſe: to an- 
ſwer. 5110 07 


neceſſary, in Support of their Prejudices, to ap- 
not ſcrupled roundly to aſſert, That the Fews 15 


« of Hezektah, that Propheſy having __ 1 
« Accompliſhment i in him 
Another of them, Joſeph Albo, does not on- 


ing of any other Mz aß than Hezekiab, who 
was already come; but ventures, againſt the 
fundamental Articles of the Few:/h Faith, to 
aſſert, That the Article of the Meſiab has 
e no other Foundation than the Ae of 
„ Tradition 5.” 
When the Prejudices of che preſent Syns- 
gogue run them into ſo hard Shifts, and ſuch 
dangerous Conſequences, ſure their bare Judg- 
ment ought to be of little Weight or Autho- 


Propheſies to what Purpoſes or Deſigns they 
will, and endeavour to explain them in Fa- 
vour of their Prejudices, into what Senſe they 
can; this is altogether out of our Queſtion. 


theſe Propheſies to the Jeus of their own 


f Mlix's Reflect. V. II. p. 106. 
bid. Judg. Jewiſo Church, . xxvi. p. 410, art. ; 
imes; 
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Times; and we are only ro conſider what they 

thought of chem. At that Time the Queſtion 

was not, Whether the ſeveral Paſſages of the 

Old Teſtament were applicable to the Meſal, 
| When he ſhould come ? nor did it enter into 
their Thoughts, that they did not concern che 
Meſſiah at all, as ſome of the modern Syna- 
gogue now pretend: But the Queſtian ſolely 

was, Whether, allowing on all hands they 

did belong to the Meffieb, they were juſtly ap- 

plicable to Jeſus of Nazareth, as the Writers 
_ of the New 'Teftament maintain they were? 
There is no need of a long Proof for ſo plain 

a Fact as this. One Obſer vation will be ſuffici- 

ent, which I ſhall chuſe to expreſs in the Words 

of the very learned Biſhop Pierſon, < When 

Hera the Scribe brought the Book of the 

« Law of Moſes, before the Congregation, the 

« Levites are ſaid to have cauſed the People 
c to underſtand the Law, becauſe they rea in 
d ifþe Book of the Lau F God diſtinctly, and 
ec gave the Senſe, and cauſed them to under- 
_« ftand the Reading; which conſtant Inter- 

ac pretation begat, at laſt, a Chaldee 'Tranſla- 

«tion of the Old Teftament, to be read every 
e Sabbath in the Synagogues ; and that being 
ec not exactly made Word for Word with the 

« Hebrew, but with the Liberty of a brief 

« Expoſition by the way, took in, together 

& with the 'Text, the general Opinion of the 


h Pierſon on the Creed, Art. 2. p. 81. i Nehem. viii... © 
| « learned 


PPV 
te learned Fews 3 by which Means it came 
* ro paſs, that not only the Doctrine but the 
„Name alſo of the Meſſiab, was very frequent 
« and familiar with them ; inſomuch that in 
«« the Chaldee Paraphraſe now extant, there is 
<- expreſs mention of the Meſſiah in above 
t© ſeytnty Places, beſides that f Daniel. 
I may, add, that the ſeverat Authors, who 

have examined this Point with great Exact- 
neſs, haye found in the Jewiſb Writers *, not 
only a general Acknowledgment that many 
prophetick Paſſages of each Sort do belong to 
the Meſſiab; but moreover, that there are very 
few, if any, of the particular Propheſies ap- 
plied to Jeſus, which ſome one or other of the 
| nu FARES themſelves do not acknow- 
ledge to belong to their Meſiab. So that in 
Fact, the Queſtion between the firſt Chriſtians 

and the eus, was not whether theſe prophe- 
tick Paſſages were applicable to the Mes 
but whether they wete applicable to Jeſus as 

the ttue 12 85 and 2 gave Evi- 

| dence to him as ſuch? ) 4 
I cannot think it is very material in this 
Argument to enquire; in what Methed, and by 
what Rules the ancient Jews interpreted con- 
cerning the Meſſiah, the feyeral Paſſages of 
Scripture they applied to him. It has been, I 
eonceive, no little Prejndice to che Argument 

it ſelf, that ſome learned Men have been ſo 


r metius, Kidder, Alia, & e. 


„ fond 
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fond of their own Imaginations, and ſo poſi- 
tive in their Gueſſes concerning them; the ill 
Uſe fo often made of it, ſhould teach a little 
mote Modeſty and Caution for the future. 
Perhaps the Extravagances of the modern 
Jewiſh Cabbala, and the many arbitrary Rules 
ented for it, make it now very 
difficult, if it be poſlible; at this Diſtance of 
Time, to aſcertain the genuine original Rules, 
by which the ancient Jews made their Inter- 
pretations; the original genuine Rules being 


ſo mixed and blended by the modern Fews, 


with ſo many others, which are either falſe or 
precarious: It will not howevet follow from 
hence, that they had not originally ſuch Prin- 
ciples as did fully juſtify their Interpretation; 
on the contrary, moſt Corruptions ſuppoſe 
ſomething true and right; though ſifce ſo al- 
tered and changed as not to be diſcerned. 

' Aben Ezra, a zealous Aſſertor of the litteral 
Senſe, and Enemy to the looſe ungrounded In- 
terptetations of the Cabbaliſts, yet expreſſes a 
very great Reſpect for the Interpretations of 
the Ancients, or, in his Stile, the Cabbala of 
the Ancients; and in his Critick on the Pa- 
raphraſe of Onxelos, allows him to have diſco- 
vered many hidden or ſecret Things to the 
FJeus; and from thence concludes that the Text 
of the Scripture may be explained in diffe- 
tent Manners; and that thoſe different Man- 
ners are not oppoſed to the true litteral Senſe; 


ſo chat when we find two Interpretations, the 


ONE 


0 
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one of which is agreeable to a certain Tradi- 
tion of cee, | Without Wetien if is 
to be preferred. ++ 51 
Indeed, there Fr to be no Neceſſity i in 


this Argument for the great Pains ſome 


learned Men have taken in order to recover 
theſe Rules, whatever they were; for if we 
may ſuppoſe the prophetical Writings were 10 
order d, that the Deſcriptions,of- what hap- 
pened to the Church and Nation of the 
Fews, might be applicable to the Meſiab, 
and the Circumſtances of his Appearance in 


the World, as well as the more direct and im- 


mediate Predictions concerning him; what- 
ever was thus properly applicable to him, 
would be juſtly applied ro him, and no other 
Rule of Application will be neceſſary but this 
one, to take Care they are Jalil and properly 
applied. 
For a like 8 I conceive alſo, that the 


Warmth of ſome good Men againſt each o- 


ther, for. different Interpretations of ſome 
particular Propheſies, has needleſly raiſed 
fome Difficulties and ſome Prejudices in this 
Argument; for however Men may differ in 
their Judgment of a particular Prophely, whey 
ther it be a proper and expreſs Prediction, or 
one of the typical and hiſtorical Prapheſies, 
ſuch Difference will be no Hurt to the Argu- 
ment at all, as ſome have. vainly feared ; tor 


1 Simon Crit. Hiſt, V. T. Lib. iii. c. 3. 
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ene 
in both Senſes they will be juſtly Propheſi es, 
in both Senſes they will. be juſtly applied as 
Propheſies, only the Argument from them 
will be a little different, as they are Prophe- 
fies of different Kinds. If Men therefore 
ſhould differ in the preciſe critical Meaning 
of ſome of theſe Texts, as they do in other 
Paſſages of Scripture, this is really no Pre- 


judice to the Argument, or intirely giving up 


ſuch Prophefies, as ſome would infer : For 
this Difference does not give up any Propheſy, 
as uo Propheſy at all, but only ſhews learned 
Men are not fully agreed to what Sort or Kind 
of Propheſy ſuch a particular Paſſage of the 
prophetical Scriptures dees belong. 

Let then the modern Rules of the Syna- 
gogue, and preſent Cabbala be as uncertain 
and precarious as any can ſuppoſe them to be, 
yet there were many ways whereby the anci- 
ent Jews might be led to apply many Paſſa- 
ges of the prophetick Writings to the Me/- 
fah, even before his Appearance ſhew'd how 
exactly they could be applied ro him. In their 
own Reading and Meditation they might ob- 
ſerve from the very Exprefſions of ſome of 


their Propheſies, that they had an higher In- 


tention and further Meaning than barely to 
deſcribe thoſe particular Fhings to which 
they did more immediately relate: Thus for 
Inftance ; though they might more immedi- 
ately refer the ſecond P/alm to the Hiſtory of 
David, whom, from a low and afflifted Con- 
1 1 dition, 


„„ bent Ca Pod eas 


4 


1 


ly miſs obſerving thoſe Expreſſions could not, 


er and more univerſal Extent of the true Re- 


(ee) 
dition, God raiſed to a Throne, and eſtabliſn- 
ed in it, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition; yet by 
obſerving the Turn and Force of the Exprei- 
ſion, the Notion and Expectation they had of 
the Mefiah their King, they might naturally 
be led to think this Part of Propheſy contain d 
ſomething very properly applicable to him. 
So in Pſalm cx. if they did not take it for a 
direct immediate Propheſy of Prediction, con- 
cerning the Meſiab, they could however hard- 


in their full Extent and Propriety, belong to 
David only; and this might naturally lead 
them to refer them to the King Meffrab. As 
there are plain Intimations in direct Prophet; 
of a more Catholick State of the Church, and 
a more glorious Kingdom to come, in the Days 
of the Me/jah, than had evet been before in 
their moſt proſperous State; it Was a juſt Rule 
of Interpretation to apply to the Mefpah all 
ſuch Paſſages of Scripture as ſpoke of a greats 


ligion among the Heathen, than was conſiſtent 
with the Conſtitution of the Fewiſh Church 
and Law. 5 „ e 0 
They might moreover learn to refer many 
Paſſages of their prophetick Writings to the 
Meſſiah from the conſtant Uſage of the Syna+ 
gogue to interpret them in ſuch Manner; 
and ſuch Interpretations might probably be 
left in the Synagogues by the Prophets them. 
ſelves. V 10H 36 0342” $40 HER 
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Care was taken in the Days of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, to cauſe the People to underſtand 
the Law; and that, as we have before ob- 
ſerved, was not by a bare verbal Tranſlation, 
bur alſo by a brief Expoſition. It ſeems very 
likely that ſome of the moſt reſpected and 
unanimouſly received Interpretations of the 
Synagogue had their Original from thoſe 
Prophets, who began this Method of mines 
the People underſtand the Law. 

Nor is it neceſſary we ſhould have Recourſe 
to an oral Tradition, for the Preſervation and 
Continuance of theſe Interpretations in the 
Synagogue; for as it is moſt likely the old 
Chaldee Paraphraſes we now have were col- 
lected from others more ancient; though 
they are at preſent mixed with ſome additio- 
nal Notions and Opinions of the Times in 
which the Collection was made, a Thing that 
uſually happens to moſt ſuch Sorts of Books; 
ſo it is highly reaſonable to believe, that 
from the very Time the Levites, when they 
read the Law, gave the Senſe of it, they 
had ſome Sort of written Paraphraſe for the 
Uſe of the Synagogue, and that ſomething 
like the known Cuſtom of the Synagogue did 
obtain from the Beginning, that every Sabbath 
Day they uſed a Paraphraſe for Interpretation, 
together with the Hebrew Text. Now ſuch 
Paraphraſe might, from the: Times of the laſt 
Prophets, guide the Synagogue in the Appli- 


cation of the prophetick Writings to the Ae 


I "0" 
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Jab. Thus much appears plain, the alder 
theſe Paraphraſes are, the freer they alſo are 
from the looſe Fancies of the Jeus, and more 
full and expreſs in the Interpretations that re. 
late to the Meſfab. It is certain che Jeu 
muſt have had a great Eſteem for them, on 
Account of their Antiquity, when they haye 
permitted them to /:continus in Collections 
made after the Times of Chriſt; and when 
the firſt Chriſtians had made Uſe of thoſe Inter- 
pretations againſt them with ſucliSacceſs,' that 
the modern Fews are how ſenſible, notwith- 
ſtanding their Veneration for ancient Tradi- 
tion, that they muſt either part with! their 
moſt ancient Interpretations of Serigtulesc/or 
wich their preſent Prejudice 
It appears then, that at the Time of hb 
Saviour, and when the Books of the New 
Teſtament were written, the Fews had a com- 
mon Notion that many Paſſages of their pro- 
phetick Writings; beſides immediate and ex- 
preſs Predictions, were applicable to the Mej-- 
fiab— That it was an uſual Cuſtom with 
them, ſo to interpret many Paſſages That it 
was a wiſe Deſign in the prophetick Writings, 
ſo to order it that they might be thus ap- 
plied— That they did not take up this Opini- 
on without Reaſon, eſpecially if, as it appears 
very likely, they were confirmed in ſuch Ap- 
plications by the Prophets themſelves, from 
the Days of Ezra and Nehemiah, When 
therefore the — and firſt Chriſtians 


made 
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FR Ule of ſuch Applications of the pro- 
phetick Writings to Jeſus of Nazareth, as che 
Meſfiab, it ſerved much to illuſtrate and con- 


firm the Doctrine they taught, that he was 


the Chriſt, to Perſons who already beliey'd 


choſe Writings were directed by a prophetick 
Spirit, and who were uſed themſelves ſo to in- 
terpret them. It was a great Confirmation to 
chem to ſee: ſo. many Paſſages of different Na- 
ture and Kind, were all applicable to one a 

the ſame Perſon z thou gh each of them, ſing- 
ly; ſhould not amount to a full Proof, or even 
all/of them together, to a complear Evidence; 
et ſtill -this Conſideration would render it 
probable to them, that Jeſus was the 


Perſon to whom the Law and the Prophets 


bare Witneſs. It muſt give a favourable 
'Temper of Mind, when they found juſtly and 


properly applied to Jeſus ſo many Things, 


which they expected to find applicable to the 
Meſjiah, when he ſhould come; when they 
faw, to uſe the Words of Grotius, Quomodo 
divina Providentia & Res, & verba Antiqut 


Foederis, ad Chriſtum ranguam ad Scopum cer- 


tiffime direxerit®; how the Providence of God 
moſt certainly directed both the Actions and 
Expreſſions of the Old Teftament to the Ne 
ft, as the End they aimed ar. 

This Application of Propheſy, as it anſwer- 


ed their Expectations, ſo it greatly ferved 


= Annot: Mat: i; 12. 


more- 


1 


moteover to temove many Prejudices they 
would otherwiſe have entertained againſt je- 
ſus as the Mefiah, when they did not perceive 
in him ſo full an Accompliſhment of Frophe- 
1y as they had been taught, and were uſed to 
expect. It ſerved moreover to remove many 
Prejudices they did entertain againſt the Per- 
fon and Character of Jeſus, from ſome miſta- 
ken Notions concerning the Meſſiab; which 
revailed at thoſe Times. Such Application 
of Propheſy, according to their own: Princi- 
les; ſhewed them the low Condition and 
. of the Meſiab, as well as his Power 
and Dominion; and ſet ved to reconcile them 
to many; Things they were uneaſy to find in 
their Męſſiab, according to the Hiſtory: and 
Doctrine of Jeſus. By theſe Means they were 
better diſpoſed to attend to the Force of che 
other more full and poſitive Proofs, from di- 
tect expreſs Propheſies and Miracles; ; When it 
was already made ſo probable and likely, they 
were prepared to receive ſuch other Evidence 
as would pe it to be ee certain and 
trugen 
To rindeaſlagd, then atighs, the Nature of this 
Evidence, and how properly it was: uſed by 
the firſt Ehriſtians,. we are required, in all 
Equity, to join theſe ſeveral Circumſtances 
together. We One. not look upon one Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture ſing ge and by it ſelf, but on 
all the numerous Paſſages collected together; 
we ſhould lock on the en Propheſies of 
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different Times, and different Kinds, all con- 
curring in one and the ſame Point. We ſhould 
not only conſider what Principles the Jess 
had for ſuch Uſe and Application of Prophe- 
ſy ; but we ſhould moreover conſider the pro- 
bable Grounds they had for ſuch Principles; 
and then ler Men judge whether 'they do nor 
amount ro a good circumſtantial Evidence, 


and were therefore uſed properly and to good 


Purpoſe, together with, and as ſerving to 
ſupport other more full and poſitive Evi- 
dence. i n . 

It is however a common Prejudice againſt 
ſuch Application of Propheſy, that it is only 
a Sort of Argument ad Hominem; it takes Ad- 
vantage of t he conceived Opinions of Men; 
which is a way of Argument unworthy the 
divine Spirit. It is, I think, ſufficient to re- 
move this Prejudice, how common ſoever it 


4. 


* 


may be, that it is no ways unworthy a wiſe 


and judicious, as well as a fair Advocate for 
any Cauſe, ſometimes to argue from Mens 


conceived Opinions, or to uſe an Argument 


ad Hominem, when it is not deſigned to impoſe 
upon Mens Judgments, by taking Advantage 
of their Ignorance, Weakneſs, or Miſtakes, 
vhen it is uſed either to abate their Prejudices, 


or to gain a favourable Attention to fuller Evi- 


dence, and more demonſtrative Proof. On 
Suppoſition therefore, that even ſome few of 
the Paſſages alledged by the firſt Chriſtians, 
from the ancient Prophers, ſhould amount to 


n 


a 


— 


no more than this; yet it would be unjuſt to 
cenſure ſuch a way of arguing, either as inju- 
dicious, or unfair; for the faireſt and maſt 
judicious Writers, juſtify it in their own: Pra- 
ctice; and it can be no Impeachment either 
of Juſtice or Sincerity, to make Uſe of Mens 
conceived Opinions not to deceive them; but 


to abate their Prejudices againſt Truth, and 


gain their Attention to the Reaſon of Things. 
It will be ſtill more unjuſt to condemn an 
Argument on this Account; which when tas 
ken altogether, and in its full Force, amounts 
to a very good circumſtantial Evidence, the 
Uſe of which has never been diſallowed, toge- 
ther with other more plain and poſitive 
Proofs. 5 

In judicial Proceſs, it is allow d, and uſu- 
al to give in Evidence, ſuch Circumſtances as 
afford ſtrong Preſumptions the Perſons accus'd 
are guilty of the Crimes laid to their Charge, 


to corroborate thereby ſuch further Evidence 


as ſhall more fully prove the Facts upon them; 
though it is well known, at the ſame Time, 
ſuch circumſtantial Evidence, even when ta- 
ken all together, much more if one Circum- 
{tance was to be confidered by it ſelf ſeparate- 
ly, would no ways amount to a legal Con- 
vict ion. ; 5 12 ; 422 * f e 

I would therefore hope, where Men are in- 
clined to do the ſame Juſtice to the Authors of 
the New Teſtament, that is due to every Man, 
and to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, that is due to 
WS every 


({146:)) 

every Argument, they will ſee Reaſon to o 
that the Paſſages alledged from the prophetick 
Writings of the Old Teftament, by the Author 
of the New, are properly uſed and properly | 
applied; and. that the Cauſe of Chriſtianity | 1$ 
ſo far from being weaken'd by ſuch Interpre- 
tation, that it does much ſerve to Aanmte 
and confirm it. 

A late Author, who, has pretended to Kate 
far us the Grounds and Reaſons of Chriſtiani- 
ty, has entirely drawn us off from this View 
of che Queſtion; his Argument is plainly de- 
ſigned to put the whole Evidence of Chriſt ia- 
nity upon one ſingle Proof; though it ſtands 
upon o many, and moreover, expects that the 
whole Iſſue ſhould be determined by a few 
Circumſtances of chat Proof only, and theſe 
to be taken ſeparately, and by themſelves. It 
would hardly be thought fair Dealing to be 
told in any other Argument, that if one Cir- 
cumſtance of a Proof did not amount to a full 
Evidence of Demonſtration, che whole ſhould 
be: rejected as falſe and unconcluſiye and yet 
this is in Subſtance the main Ground of rhe 
whole Scheme : So that it appears to me, ng 
more is neceſſary to ſhew the Weaknels of it, 
than, according to the Principles here laid 
down, to give a fairer and truer State of. the 
Queſtion, | | 
It was neceſſary to our Author 8 aden 

o ſuppoſe there is no other Proof for the 
Fra of Chriſtianity than the Aceompliſh- 


125754 


67) | 
ment of Propheſy, to ſuppoſe there can bei no 
other Argument for the Proof of. a Revelation 
from God, is manifeſtly. abfurd, in it ſelf; it 
manifeſtly appears, that if there had been ho 
Evidence at all from Propheſy, for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, it might be true notwitaſtand- 
ing; for it might have been proved as a firſt 
Revelation; which though, it is impoſſible to 
prove by a former Revelation, may be proved 
by ſuch other Arguments, as by themſelyes 
alone, without the Aſſiſtance of Prophely, are 
a yalid and ſufficient Proof of a. Revelation, 
To ſuppoſe that the Accompliſhment of Pro- 

heſy is the only Argument uſed to prove the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, is as manifeſtly falſe 
in Fact, as the other Suppoſition is abſurd in 
it ſelf; and yet in this View our Author en- 
deavours to reduce the Argument from Miras 
cles, to the Argument from Propheſy. The 
Miracles wrought by Jeſus Chriſt (he ſays 
are according to the Goſpel Scheme, nd 

<* abſolute Proof of his being the Maſiab, or 
* of the Truth of Chriſtianity.” Thoſe Mira- 
cles were propheſied of, like other Matters 
* of the Goſpel In that Senſe they are goo 
“ Proofs, and in that Senſe, only; for as 
have before obſerved, if Jeſus is not the 
* Perſon propheſied of as the, Mefpah in the 
* Old Teftament, his Miracles will not prove 
*© him to be ſo, nor prove his diyine Miſſion?” - 


- Diſcourſe of the Grounds and Reaſons, &. p. 37. 
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It is true, the Meff ab was Yophefied of in 


the Old Teſtament; 220 ſuch Propheſies being 


ſuppoſed, muſt be verified in him; and no 
Miracles could prove him to be the Me ab, 
in whom the Propheſies were not verified, as 


no Miracles can prove Falſhood to be Truth 


It was alſo a juſt Direction of the Old Te 92 
ment, Deut. xiv. 1,2. that if a Sign or a Won- 


der was wrought to miſlead Men into Idola- 


— they were not to hearken to that Prophet: 
ut what will follow from this Obſervation? 
that Miracles are not a diſtin& Evidence 'and 
Proof different from Propheſy; that they are 
no Proof, but as they were propheſied of, like 
other Matters; 3 ſurely no. Does it follow, 
that becauſe the eus were to reject pretend- 
ed Miracles, as all muſt be which are wrought 
in Confirmation of a plain and evident Falſ- 
hood, contrary to the demonſtrative Princi- 

les of natural Religion, as well as the firſt 

rinciple of a Revelation already proved by 
Miracles? Therefore Miracles which are not 
contradicted by any other Evidence, but 
greatly ſupported by it, are no abſolute Proofs, 
or prove nothing of themſelves but as they 


are the Accompliſhment of former Prophe- 


ſies. This would be ſuch a Sort of Conclu- 
ſion, as if, becauſe it was reaſonable to give 
no Credit to the Teſtimony of a Witneſs con- 
yict of Perjury, or ſwearing Things contra- 


Fbid. p. 3% 


dictory 


N 


dictory to each other; therefore no Credit 


ought to be given to any Teſtimony of a Wit- 
neſs at all, but as it can be proved by the evi- 
dent Reaſon and Nature of Things.  How- 


ever, both may, in ſome Caſes, concur, and 


confirm each other; yet even then they. are 
diſtinct Arguments, and are to be. conſidered 
as different Grounds and Reaſons of the ſame 


Truth. The Proof from Miracles and Pro-. 


pheſy, in what: Caſes ſoever they may both 
concur, will yet, in like Manner, be as di- 
ſtinct from each other as Reaſon and Teſti- 
mony; and in the Proof of Chriſtianity they 
truly are ſo: For tho? Miracles cannot prove 
any Thing contrary to true Propheſy, or, 
which would be the ſame, prove Falſhood 
to be Truth; yet it will be a very good Ar- 
gument of it felf, to argue from Miracles, 


when not oppoſed by equal or ſuperior Evi- 


dence. It will be an Advantage to the Argu- 
ment from Miracles, when the ſame Truth 
is confirmed alſo from Propheſy; but it can 
by no Means change the 64 794 of Miracles 
into Propheſy, becauſe both are uſed tage- 
ther; nor will it follow, that - becauſe it was 
propheſied of the Meſiah, he ſhould work 
Miracles; therefore his Miracles are “ Proofs 
only in this Senſe, as fulfilling the Sayings 
d in the Old 7 eftament, like other ape 
« Matters and Events.“ 
As ſtrange as this Aſſertion . to be, as 
unreaſonable as it really is, our Author en- 
1 deavours 


0 120 ) | 
deavours a further Proof of it: . Chriſt (hs 
„ gbſerves)-'declates himſelf.-ro-be' the MHH 
fab, by ſhewing that the Characters of the 
% Maſſiah, as extant in the Prophets; mani- 
. feſtly agteed to him, in theſe Words, 
e Malt, xi. 4, &c. Go and. ſpew: John again 
« the Things which you do. bear and ſee + The 
ec" Blind Nee) their Sight;* and the Lame 
e walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, and the Deaf 
tt hear, the Dead are raiſed up, and the Poor 
«' have the Goſpel preached unto | them. And 
i bleſſed are they that ſhall not be offended in 
tr e. Which Characters, he adds, conſiſt 
* of two Parts, Firſt, In doing Miracles, ee 
ci Secondly,' In appearing, in a low State, and 
© reaching the Poor. neither of which would, 
t of it ſelf, be ſufficient to prove Jeſhs to be 
« the 2925 without the other, nor both to- 

« gether, but as they are the esch of A 
« Meſfiah in the Prophets. 

' "Here our Author, though Jeſus: mentions 
og Proofs to Fobn's Diſciples ;. yer concludes 
to his own Purpoſe, that neither of them are 
Proofs, either taken ſeparately, or both to- 

ether, but as they may be reduced to a Sort 
of Proof of which there is no Mention; nor 
the leaſt Intimation in the Text. If a Man 
had a Mind to argue fairly from the eaſy 
Meaning of ſuch a Paſſage as this, he would, 
I think, have concluded, juſt the contrary 
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from it; that becauſe here were two Things 
by which Jeſus ſhewed himſelf the Meffab,: 
Miracles, and the fulfilling of Propheſy; that 
therefore both of them were Proofs, each of 
them ſeparately, and much more both f 
them together concurring to the Proof of one 
and the ſame Point. A Meaning very diffe- 
rent from our Author's Aſſertion, that there 
is but one Proof of Chriſtianity, the fulfilling 
of Propheſy, and that too only according to a 
miſtaken Notion of Propheſy, and the Ac- 
compliſhment of it. For, WHEN 
As he ſuppoſes there is but one Proof of 
Chriſtianity, which is the Accompliſhment 
of Propheſy, he alſo ſuppoſes there is but one 
Sort of Propheſy, and one May in which Pro- 
pheſy ean be fulfilled, He obſerves, thete are 
ſome Paſſages of the Old Teſtament urged in 
the New, which moſt Commentators on the 
Bible, and Advocates for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, both ancient and modern, have judged 
to be applied in a ſecondary or 7 Senſe, 
whence * he infers that theſe Proofs from Pro- 
pheſy are typical or allegorical Proofs. This 
is to take for granted, that all the Propheſies 
of the Old Teſtament are of one Sort only; 
and that all muſt be allegorical and myſtically 
applied, if any are ſo: But how can it fol- 
low there are no expreſs Predictions to be 


* Grounds and Reaſons, P. 39, 40. | 
R : literally 
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literally filled, becauſe there are ſome alle- 
gorical or. hiſtorical Paſſages of the prophe- 
tick; Writings," to be applied myſtically, or 
by. Accommodation? Or, how will- it fol- 
low on the other hand; that beeauſe the ful- 
filling of ſome Propheſies, as the Accom- : 
pliſhment of a Prediction, are abſolute and 
concluſive Proofs, therefore fulfilling of Pro- 
pheſy in all Senſes, muſt be an Argument of 
the ſame Kind, and equally concluſive? Muſt 
it follow; no Propheſy can be applied by Ac- 
commodation, becauſe there are ſome which 
cannot? And ie ciroumſtantial Evidence no 
juſt Foundation for Chriſtianity, becauſe it 
is not ſo abſolute a Proof as the Accom- - 
pliſhment of an expreſs and literal Prophe- 
y? Theſe Conſequences, upon which the 
whole Scheme of our Authors Grounds and 
Reaſons for Chriſtianity is founded, ſuppoſe 
what is impoſſible to be proved, and which, 
I. think, appears contrary to plain and evident 
„„ to 41647 Meer: | 
As our Author allows, A Proof drawn 
e from an inſpired Book, is perfectly con- 
<« cluſive; and Propheſies delivered in an in- 
e ſpired Book, are, when fulfilled, ſuch as 
may be juſtly deemed ſure and demonſtra- 
<« tive Proofs © ; ſo it is evident, Chriſtianity 
may have this Proof, though other Argu- 
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pear from what has been obſerved on th 
Argument from expreſs Predictions, and 
their Accompliſhment ; and this Word of 


( 123) 19 

ments of à different Nature and Kind, are 
uſed together with it. That © Chriſtianity 
actually has ſuch Proof, may, I hope, ch 


S 


Propheſy will ſtand a juſt Foundation of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, how many other Paſſa- 
ges of the prophetick Writings ſoever there 
may be applied to the Meſſiab, which do not 
come up to the ſame full Evidence of ex- 
preſs Prediction. | 

And this one Obſervation will ſerve to ſhew 
our Author's whole Scheme wide of the 
Queſtion, and that it can conclude nothing 
as to the chief Point in iſſue ; For the juſt 
Foundations of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
are not at all concerned in this Queſtion, 
Whether every Paſſage. of Scripture, ap- 
plied to Jeſus as the Meſfab, by the firſt 
Chriſtians, is an abſolute- and certain Proof 
by it ſelf, chat Jeſus is the Mefiab? No- 
thing more can be concerned in that Que- 
ſtion, than whether the Perſons who have 


ſo applied them, did apply them properly, 


and are juſtified by the Scripture Uſe of the 
Expreſſion, and the Principles of fair Rea- 


ſoning in ſo doing; and this too, I hope, is al- 


ready accounted for : So that ſuch Applica» 


tions of Scripture will no ways weaken the 


Grounds and Reaſons of Chriſtianity 3 bur, 
M R 2 | on 


7 (14) 
on the contrary, ſerve greatly to illuſtrate 


and confirm them; and, taking in the o- 
ther Grounds. and Reaſons... f Chri jani- 
# it will be found to ſtand upon as firm 
5 oundations as a Revelation can ſtand up- 
on, or as any Man can reaſonably expect 
or deſire. | | 5 ; 


APPEN- 


APPENDIX 


CONCERNING, 


The I of St. Porn 's 


SOR wo Aae re r bs 
Ag viſed Fables, when we made 
ws unto you, the Power and comi 


=". dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ge. (to che by 

of the Chapter.) 
224 The Author of the Grounds and Ras. 
ſons of the Chriſtian Religion obſerves, 


" That Peter here prefers P ſy as an Argument to 
the miraculous Atteſtations, 'Whereof he himſclf, and 
„ two other Apoſtles, were Witneſſes given by by God 
« himſelf to the Miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt l. His Ar . 
ment ſeems (to our Anbar As gary > « laying 

* Foundation, that Propheſy proceeds from t — 
« Ghoſt, it is a ſtronger Argument than a Miracle whi 

_ ca ende upon external Evidence and Teſtimony.” 

It has been judiciouſly obſerved to take off the Forec 
of this Objection, That the Proof, Evidence and Au- 
„ thority of Propheſy it ſelf depends upon Miracles 
« 'That the Compariſon St. Perer makes, is between the 


? Grounds and Reaſons, p. 27. 
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Word of Propheſy-and the immediate Word of God to 


Ks. 
175 


*hitnſclf: Bur what is Propheſy that it ſhould be more 
ſurely and certainly to be depended upon than the im- 
* mediate Voice of God? That St. Peter is ſo far 


om ſpeaking of the Word of Propheſy, as of the beſt 


Piqht or Evidence under the Goſpel, that he mapi- 


« feltly ſpeaks of it, as not the beſt, but as a Light to 


 * he attended to, only till a better comes ?.” 


The fame Author has further juſtly obſerved, - That 
& what Sty Perer intended to prove, was the coming of 
« Chriſt in Power and Glory; to deliver the Faithful, 


and take Vengeance of the Ungodly. This being fu- 


* ture, and to come, depended upon the Authority of 
% Propheſy—— That there is no Pretence to ſay that 
« Propheſy is a better Argument for. the Truth 6f the 
% Gofpel, than all the Miracles of Chtiſt and his Apo- 
« ſtles 3 for the Truth of the Goſpel is not here the Point 
* in Queſtion, not a Word is there relating ta any other 
* Fact or Doctrine of the Goſpel <.” . 

However, it ſeems plain that St. Peter here repreſents 
the Evidence of Prophefy as in ſome Senſe a ſure Bvi- 


. dence than his-own Teſtimony of what he had ſeen and 
heard, when he was an Eye-witneſs of his Maieſty, and 
heard the Voice from the excellent Glory; This is my 


beloved Son, in whom T am well pleaſed ; but in what 
Senſe St. Peter prefers the Evidence of Propheſy to. his 
own Teſtimony of what he ſaw and heard, is not ſo well 
agreed: This leaves the Apoſtle's Argument ſtill a little 
in the dark, and ſomewhat hard to be underſtood. | 

1 ſhall ſay nothing in Oppoſition to what any learned 


Men have offered on this Argument, but beg Leave 


modeſtly to pron the. following Thoughts to the Judg- 
ment of the Publ: 8 33000 
It ſnould ſeem that the Word of Propheſy here meant 
by St. Peter, is the Word of Propheſy contained in the 
Writings of the Old Teſtament, or tha prophetical Wri- 


tings then in the, Hands of the Church ; the Apoſtle 


himſelf expreſly calls it the Propheſy of Scriprure, 
ver. 20. Knowing this firſt, that no Propheſy of Serip- 


d Biſhop Serlock's Diſcourſe, p. 1. © 1hid. 
; ture 


Ture is of any private. Interpretation, or comes not from 
The Prophet 


(„ os 
phet s own Invention or Su eſtirn, but from the 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt; ſor, adds the Apoſtle, 
ver. 21. The Propheſy came not in old Time, by the.' 
Will of Man, but holy Men of God ſpake as they were" 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt : This Deſcnption of the Word 
of Propheſy ſeems moſt naturally to refer it to the pro. 
phetical Writings received by the Church, the Prophe- 
ſies of thoſe holy Men of God, who ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt; and it expreſſes the general 
Doctrine of the Jes, concerning their Prophets; that a 
Prophet ſpeaketh nothing of himſelf, God ſpeaking in 
and by him. So that when any future Event was made 
known in the prophetical Writings, they had the very * 
Word of God, to whom all Futurity is known, and not * 
the private Judgment of the Prophet, forthe Evidence of it. 
Let the Glory of Chriſt, which St. Peter ſaw, and the 
Voice from Heaven, which he heard, were, it ſhould ſeem, 
as ſure a Teſtimony as the Word of any Propheſy, which 
could be no more than the Word of God. | 
In what then ſhall we ſuppoſe the Compariſon in the 
Apoſtle's Argument to lie, if we confider a little more 
diftinaly the Point St. Peter propoſes to prove, he will 
himſelf, I conceive, ſhew us wherein he intends it; and 
this will be the beſt Key to explain the true Meaning of 
the ſeveral Parts of the Argument. ; 3 
The Propofition St. Pefer lays down is this; For a 
have not followed cunningly deviſed Fables, uhen us 
made known unto you, the Power and Coming of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, One Point in View was to prove the 
Glory and Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not in the 
leaft to prove the Truth of Chriſtianity. + Look back, W 
« ſays Biſhop Sherlock, and ſes what is the Thing to be 
proved by this more ſure Word of Propheſy ; ls it the 
« Miſſion of Chriſt ? St. Peter ſays nothing of ; Is it the 
Truth of the Goſpel ? Nothing leſs”. But there was 
moreover another Point in the Apoſtle's View: He pro- 
2 in particular to prove, that what he had made 
known unto them concerning the Power and Coming of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was no cunningly deviſed Fath of 
bis own, not a Doctrine of his privare Joter pretation or 


tion. He mentions) us gug Evidence ofthis | 
that he ſaw Chriſt receive Honour and Glo 
tho Rather; and that he heard à Voice'from 
Glory, that declared him God's beloved 80n. 95 that St. 
Perer was an Eye and Ear Mitneſs of his Majeſty, — 
immediate Revelation from Heaven ; but this being, in 
a great Meaſure, Perſonas to gt. Potor, he recommends - 
the Evidence and _ ar 0 of the publick prophetical : 
Mritinxt, the P kart to ſhew chat the 
ſame Propheſies t * Jeſus to be the Meſfiab, 
Res his Power and Coming. He: ſhews theſe / 
efies were not the private Judge ment of Men x the | 
- ow ony of private and ar Revelations z = 794 
hey were the 2555 Doctrine of the Church, in al 
— Oct Prop that they received and acknowle 
for 7 Oe of G2 Jr waa: the Doctrine tau 
holy , "as they were moved by the Holy 
which 2 had the ſame Reaſon to 3 Credit to, as to/ 
7 "cn Prophetice relating to the > {3-933 26-8 
N a very pertinent Ræaſbn, to — the Faithful A 
| „Patience, and Conſtancyg that they ſhould _- I 
wn ol this Word of Propheſy, tho in this Point 
were ſome what can and as a gl Span os de Light. The 
Propheſies ſpake many Things the Glory 1 
Power of the Aae Kingdom; 1 auen, endl he here, 
and how, that 12 be maniſeſted, were not fo: 
lainly declared, ods ſome Events near at Hand ; as the 
oy Prong ſuppoſe of Juri Peg and a clearer Under- 
ſtanding of the Nature and 2 of Chriſt's Ki MN 
would give z more diſtinct eee Light to wels Do Do-. 
kk View uf the penis, Argum 
> is View of t ent, j Iain : 
— 5 oy the Parts of it plain, and cane Pers 
it will further donſitm what has been obſerred 
in 2 $5 oing Papers, that the . Writers' of the Naw 
7 ment do — uſe the Argument of Propheſy at a ole 
ment, nor all Propheſies as ef ua Clearneſs: and: 


ce; but they uſe them as juſt and e op — 


IIs; 
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and which in their een Ver; VIdence, are 
uh n | 
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